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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


NARFD  Elects  Officers 


RADIO  SERVICE 


December  3,  19^8 


At  their  annual  meeting  in  Chicago  last  week  end,  the  National  Association  of 
Radio  Farm  Directors  elected  nev  officers  for  the  coming  year.    The  elate  is: 

President       Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  of  KGW,  Portland,  Oregon. ,. .After  getting 
his  B.S.  at  Oregon  State,"  Wallace  worked  with  Oregon  Extension,  and  was  pro- 
gram director  and  manager  of  KOAC.    Erom  there,  to  Western  representative,... 
and  for  several  years,  chief.... of  USDA  Radio , Service .   

Vice-President  --  Gordon  Loudon,  of  WWL,  New  Orleans ... .Gordon  handled  radio 
■    shows  at  Louisiana  State  during  summers  while  in  school.    Then.,  to.KAIS,  Alex- 
^dria,  La.,  as  Program  Director,,    And  couple  of  years  on  Extension  radio  at 
LSU. 

Secretary -Treasurer  Phil  Alampi,  of  WJZ,  New  York. .. .With  a  B.S.  in  educa- 
tion from  Rutgers,  Phil  taught  Vo-Ag  for  10  years. 

Our  congratulations  to  the  new  officers.-   We're  looking  forward  to  a  year  of 
close  cooperation  with  these  men,  and  RED's  in  general. 

See  Among  Ourselves  for  fiirther  reports  from  Ken  Gapen,  on  RED  panel  discus- 
sions at  Chicago,  farm  safety  awards,  etc.  .  ^  

Eocd  .  Plans,  and  Prospects 

BAE's'  "National  Food  Situation"-  (issued  today)  says  retail  food  prices  are 
expected  to  continue  high  through-most'  of  '49...."with  no  significant  weakening  in 
either  domestic  or  foreign  demand  for  food  likely.    But  some  decline  is  likely  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  "because  of  prospects'  for  increased'  livestock  production. 

Taking  cognizance  of  continued  high  consumer  demands ... .and  the  need  for 
"better  crop  rotations ... .USDA  this  week  announced  additional  '^9,  production  goals 
calling  for  increases  in  several  products,  including; 

"Milk  --  an;-  increase  of -3^  over  *^8,..,v7ith  the  he]p  of  "bettor  pasture  and 

other  roughage,  and  grain  feeding  iriiividual  cows  in  lino  with  needs. 

Poultry       about  10^  more  chickens  raised  than  in  'if 8,  and  10^  more  turkeys. 

Sheep  and  lamhs  --  increasing  as  much  as  possihlo  in  '^9. 
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Brannan  Discusses  Wheat  Agreement 

In  an  interviev  over  WLW  in  Cincinnati,  tomonrov.  Secretary  Brannan  is 
stressing  the  need  for  an  International  Wheat  Agreement  to  assiire  U,  S.  farmers 
a  continued  share  of  the  vorld  wheat  market. 

The  Secretary  points  out  that  grovers  in  all  wheat  exporting  countries  are 
looking  "beyond  the  present  emergency  market  for  wheat.     In  the  ahsence  of  a  gen- 
eral agreement  het^reen  the  major  producing  and  importing  nations,  various  export- 
ing countries  are  staking  out  markets  for  years  ahead  through  "bilateral  agree- 
ments.   During  the  ^k^-k-Q  marketing  years,  nearly  four-fifths  of  wheat  exported 
"by  countries  other  than  the  U.  S,  was  sold  under  these  deals  "between  individual 
^nations.    The  proposed  International  Wheat  Agreement  would  over-ride  these  arran^ 
ments,  and  assure  U.  S.  growers  a  definite  share  of  the  world  wheat  market. 

Commenting  on  the  prospects  for  such  an  agreement,  yir,  Brannan  mentions  the 
tentative  plans  for  a  conference  of  major  wheat  exporting  and  importing  countries 
a'bout  January  25,    Citing  the  President's  expressed  confidence  that  Congress  will 
ratify  such  an  agreement  this  time,  he  said,  he  hoped  that  the  agreement  would  "be 
in  effect  "before  the  'k-9  crop  is  harvested, 

♦ 

Background  On  USDA  Eolease.s 

A  commercial  concern , has  heen  planning  to  go  on  the  market  with  low-level 
radioactive  materials,  claimed  to  hoost  crop  yields.  USDA's  ARA ' announced  this 
week  that  experiments  this  year  in  Ik  States .and  with  l8  crops.... so  far  have 
failed  to  show  an;>-  effect  either  on  yield  or  quality.    But,  of  course,  the  radio- 
active isotopes  are  proving  valua'ble  in  research  work. 

On  Nov.  23,  President  Truman  indicated  to  ECA  Administrator  Hoffman  that  he 
thought  it  desirahle,  imder  present  conditions,  for  USDA's  CCC  to  continue  to  huy 
ECA  grain  shipped  to  Europe.    In  keeping  «Tth  that  action,  USDA  announced' Dec. "l~ 
that  it  would  continue  to  "buy  grain  for  non-ECA  countries  on  the  same  hasis  as 
ECA-financGd  countries. 

Southern  Farms  Mechanize 


Secretary  Brannan  told  a  group  of  farmers  at  Centre,  Ala.,  today  that  in  an- 
other 2  years,  there  may  "be  close  to  a  million  tractors  in  the  South.    He  added 
that,  "Soon  there  may  also  "be  thousands  of  mechanical  cotton  pickers,  choppers, 
flame -cultivators,  and  other  la"bor-saving  equipment.    Some  producers  in  the  South 
have  already  completely  mechanized  their  farms.    They  have  lowered  their  costs, 
perhaps  to  one -fourth  or  one -fifth  of  the  old  costly  hand  la"bor  methods."  The 
Secretary  called  attention  to  steps  to  mechanize  peanut  and  sweet -potato  produc- 
tion. ■  '     "  , 

Taking  note  of  the  larger  fams,  and  smaller  numhers  of  hired  hands,  that 
follow  in  the  wake  of  mechanization,  he  said  he  thought  it  will  "bo  good  for.  the 
family  farm.    Even  though  the  family-size  farms  have  higher  operating  costs  than 
the  largo  units,  he  thinks  they  can  compote  through  cooperative  purchase  of  ma- 
chinery . 
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Savings  Bends  for  Farmers 

Roy  Miller^  vl.o  is  on  detail  from  Office  of  Information  to  the  Savings  Bond 
Division  in  Treasury reminds  us  that  a  drive  is  under  vay  to  sell  "bonds  to  farm- 
ers.   He  cites  as  particularly  adapted  for  fam  purchasers: 

E  Bonds       which  earn  2.9^-,  if  held  to  maturity;  and 

G  Bonds  --  paying  2.^:^  annually,  vith  the  Treasury  check  "bringing 
in  an  income  semi-annually. 

These  "bonds  offer  a  farmer  a  chance  to  hedge  against  possi"ble  reductions  in 
faim  income  and  land  values, » o .and  offer  a  reserve  for  a  rainy  day^  that  is  safe 
and  interest -"bearing^  and  at  the  same  time  readily  cashahle  in  an  emergenc;>  . 

LATE  KFD  ITEIvjS 

Reservations  for  Southern  Eorum 

Just  hom.e  from  Chicago^  nev  NARFD  vice-president,  Gordon  Loudon  of  W,IL  in 
New  Orleans  -^-.Trites  us  about  the  Second  Araiual  Southern  Farm  Forum  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel  in  New  Orleans^  Jan,  20-21^    The  them^e  is  what  can  "be  done  to  promote 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Southern  agri cult-ore , 

Gordon  says,^  'Ve  are  in  a  position  to  arrs.nge  accommodations  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  all  who  come  --  if  early  prior  notice  is  given  us," 

JohjQ  Douglass  Sends  an  Emissary 

The  spirit  of  honorary  N/iRFD  memher,  John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broad- 
casting Commission  visited  us  this  week  in  the  person  of  J.  B.  Crawford,  Director 
of  the  Department  of  ComiTierce  and  Agri cultur-e .  Division  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
Australia.    Mr,  Crawford  "bears  word  that  John  has  developed  a  tremendous  following 
with  his  noon-time  network  show. 

To  our  great  surprise,  we  found  Mr.  Crawford  following  our  RFD  Letter. re- 
ligiously for  leads  on  stories  to  send  Johin  --  who  is  located.  200  miles  from  ' 
Sydney . 

If  3'-ou  recall,  Johji  vras  up  here  last  year  for  the  NARFD  m.eeting  in  Chicago, 
and  spent  some  time  with  individual  RFD's  a"bout  the  country, 

Next  week,  we'll  highlight  a  report  Mr.  Cra■^^^ford  "brought  along  with  latest 
wrinkles  on  John's  operations,  .         ■  . 

Gapen  Due  Back  Monday 

Our  Chief,  Ken  Gapcn,  is  duo  "back  Monday  from  Chicago       whore  he  has  hoen 
for  the  past  week  in  connection  with  the  annual  meeting  of  RFD's,  4-H  Cluh  Con- 
gress, etc.    Joe  Tonkin,  who  has  "been  in  Chicago  the  past-  two  weeks  on  Congress  • 
radio  and  TV  coverage  is  also  due  hack  Monday. 
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Vhat's  the  Futin^e  of  Corn? 

With  hytrid  corn  (helped  "by  "better  fertilization  and  other  factors)  already 
topping  the  lOO-hushel-an-acre  mark  in  many  .fields Chief  Eohert  M.  Salter  of 
USDA's  BPISAE^says_,  we  can  push  yields  still  higher^ , .  .and  still  safeguard  our 
soil. 

Can  Boost  Yields 

Talking  with  seedsuienin  Chicago  yesterday^  Chief  Salter  spared  no  sacred  com 
growing  traditions  in  the  search  for  wa^^'s  to  get  more  corn  per  square  inch.  The 
scientists  ran  corn  yields  in  the  Columhia  Eiver  Basin  from  the  average  ^3  "bushels 
,..^up  to  195o . .  .with  an  experimental  long-season  hyhrid,  and  heavy  fertilization  and 
irrigation.    All  of  which  suggests  that  traditional  yields  may  he  similarly  upset 
in  other  regions. 

Prohing  other  possihle  ways  to  "boost  yields,  Salter  said,  as  we  learn  how  to 
adjust  gro-^fth  favors^  we'll  proha"bly  shift  to  later -maturing  com.    Present  South- 
ern varieties  fail  to  make  full  use  of  the  growing  season. .And  a"bout  "firing"  of 
corn  during  drought , --Of ten,  more  nitrogen  and  turned -under  green  manure  keeps  com 
green  when  other  fields  "brown  up... „ One  experiment  in  Tennessee  where  irrigation 
upped  yields  "by  40  to  50  "bushels  also  suggests  that  there  may  be  millions  of  acres 
in  humid  states  where  irrigation  may  pa3%  ^ ,  .Even  spacing  is  "being  re-examined. 
What  would  happen  with  plants  6  inches  apart  in  the  row       and  the  rows  5  feet  a- 
part  --  with  the  rows  running  north  and  south? ... .Mayhe,  too,  the  scientists  can 
hreed  corn  more  efficient  in  taking  up  and  using  nutrients ... .And  (as  one  escperi- 
ment  indicates)  if  we  can  deepen  the  top  soil  tiirough  progressively  deeper  incor- 
poration of  enough  crop  residues,  manure,  fertilizers,  and  lime  (where  needed), thB 
soil  may  support  higher  yields  of  cornc  ,    ■  ■  .: ' 

Corn  -  Friend  or  Foe? 

Concluding  that  in  those,  and  other  ways,  yields  can  he  substantially  in- 
creased,^ Salter  then  looked  at  what  corn  is  doing  to  the  soil.    A  recent  best  sell- 
er belabors  corn  (because  of  its  tendency  to  lay  soil  open  to  erosion)  as  contri- 
buting more  to  human  misery  than  an;.'"  other  gift  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, --except 
syphillis.    Salter  recognized  corn's  unfortunate  record.    And  he  admitted  that  Corr 
Belt  soils  are  declining  in  fertility.    Advances  in  breeding,  fertilization,  dis- 
ease control,  etc.,  have  covered  up  these  losses  so  far.    But,  unless  farmers  stop 
depletion,  they'll  see  yields  turn  doimward  in  spite  of  all  science  can  do. 

Salter  said  the  answer,  however,  is  to  'devote  more  land  to  such  soil-building 
crops  as,  alfalfa,  sweet  clover,  etc.,  alone,  or  in  combination  with  grass.,,. new 
technology  will  maintain  the  size  of  the  crop  in  the  face  of  fewer  acres  in  corn. 
And  the  soil  will  be  protected  in  the  process. 

The  BPISAE  chief  concluded  with  a  word  about  the  revolution  in  corn-growing 
in  the  South.    And  he  added  that  unless  the  Corn  Belt  minds  its  soil,  the  South 
might  be  the  Corn  Belt  of  the  future. 

If  you'd  like  the  complete  22-page  talk,  we'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy, 

■^Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering. 


Newr  PulDli cations 
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"SoylDeans  in  American  Farming"       points  out  that  wartime  e^cpansion  tripled  "the  a- 
creage  of'  soyheans  harvested  for  "beans that  yields  have  almost  doubled  since '24 
,,..that  comhines  have  eliminated  the  chief  "bottleneck  in  soyhean  production  in 
U.S, , . . . that  during  period  of  mechanization  (largely  hefore  wartime  e3Q)ansion)  net 
acre  returns  from.  soy"beans  pro'ba'bly  rose  more  rapidly  than  from  other  crops.,,., 
that  long-time  outlook  indicates  strong  domestic  demand  for  fats  and  oils,  espe- 
cially soy"bean  oil,  "because  of  inelastic  supply  of  most  of  the  competing  fats  and 
oils .that,  under  conditions  assumed  in  this  stud3',  prices  for  5oy"beans  may  "be 
relatively  lower  than  in  recent . years,  hut  a"bove  the  prewar  price,   (Tech,  Bui.  No, 
^66.) 


"lrrigati£n  Agriculture  in  the  West":--  says  that  great  potentialities  lie  ahead 
for  the  West,  in  some  further  expansion  of  irrigation,  and  "bettor  use  of  water, - 
But  not  much  additional  land  can  he  opened  up  by  project  works,  for  which  entire 
cost  can  he  repaid  hy  irrigation  interests.  Future  projects,  for  the  m.ost  part, 
will  he  designed  and  huilt  to  deal  with  irrigation,  power,  navigation,  wildlife, 
and  dom.estic  water  supply,  k-0  pages,  profusely  illustrated  with  maps  and  charts. 
(Misc.  Puh.  No,  670.) 

"How  to  Tailor  a  Woman' s_  Sui^t"  is  a  popular  puhlicatlon,  with  ahout  85  photos 
showing  various  important  steps  in  making  a  suit,   (Misc.  Pu"b.  No..  591.) 

KETV/OEK  FECGR-AIvS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  Sj!^^'TE:EN  STANDARD  Tim) 


Saturday,  De£o  11 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News        1:C0  p.m, 

CBS,  Coujitry  Journal:   (l)  Joe  Tonlzin,   "Holly  Harvest";    (2)  Ken  Baker  of  PMA, 
"Cranberries,"    -  -  2:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Doc.  I8  .  ... 

ABC,  American  Farmer,   (l)  USDA  Ne^rs,   (2)   "Nut  Crops  in  the  United  States"  Dr. 
Harley  L.  Crane,  USDA,  from  Washington;  Milo  N.  Wood,  USDA  Field  Station, 
and  Tony  Morse,  Station  KGO,  San  Francisco.  --  12:30  pom^ 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  --  1:00  p.m. 

CBS,  Country  Joyjrnal,  Bill  Bergoffen,  of  Forest  Ser^^ico,  "Xmas  Trees."  --  2:00  pjn. 
Foreign  Visitors 

Sir  Datar  Singh,  India  --  at  following  Agr'l  Expte  Stas.  in  Docemher:  Madison, 

10;  Los  Angeles,  13;  Riverside ,  Ik;  College  Station,  Texas,  I5-I6.  Is  vice- 
chairman  of  Indian  Council  of  Agricultural  Research, 

Prof,  Pierre  Chouard,  France  --at  following  Agr'l  Expt.  StaSo  in  Decemher;  Madi- 
son, 9-10;  Berkeley,  13-1^;  Davis,  17;  Riverside , ^ 20-21;  Tucson,  22-23; Itha- 
ca, 29-30.     Is  technical  counselor  to  French" Ministry  of  Food,    -  - 
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Agricultural  Prices 

Pri  ces .  farmers  receive  for  their  proc''ucts  dropped  an  average  of  6  pointso3< 
or  2%,  ,„,in  the  month  ended  ITov,  ISe     This  left  prices  received  at  279^o  of  the 
Auge  1909- July  1914  "base. compared  ■'Adth  247^  for  prices  paid,  including  inter- 
est and  taxes. 

The  drop  in  prices  received  ^-ras  due  chiefly  to  lovrer  prices  for  Iiors;,  cit- 
rus f  ruit  s,  .  corn  J  butterfatj,  tobacco,  and  cotton. 

FolloY'dng  are  price  highlights  as  reported  in  BAE's  "Agricultural  Prices," 
released  NcVo  29: 


AvoPrices  Farmers  Rec ^d, :Parity  Price  or  :Av, Price  as  Per- 


Commodity  and  Unit 


:NoVq15 

0ct»15 

!ToVsl5 

.  1947 

1948 

1948 

VlHieatjper  bu,  ^ « =  o 

0  « 

t  2.74 

$  1.98 

•$  2«04 

Corn,  per  bu, . » , . 

0  » 

2.a9 

1.38 

1.21 

Oats,  per  bu^  o . , o 

«  •  < 

1.09 

0,699 

0,756 

Barley _j  per  bu, » , 

D  4 

1,37 

1,10 

Hay,  per  ton, o - » , 

0  0 

17,30 

18o40 

13,40 

Cotton,  per  lb,,e 

3   •  < 

0o3187 

0,3107 

0,305: 

Soybeans,  per  bu. 

0  1 

3^43 

Cj  ^  Cj  i 

Peanuts,  per  lb:,e 

0  3 

0.101 

0.104 

0.106 

Flaxseed,  per  buc 

0   •  ' 

6<,48 

5.74 

5.74 

Potatoes,  per  bu. 

•  e 

.  1.64 

1,42 

1,44 

Beans ,  dr^;"  edible 

3} 

per    CWta  ,  e  e  =  .  c  . 

9  0 

:  12,10 

7.99 

7.88 

Apple 3 5  per  bu... 

l>  c 

2.15 

2.20 

2.35 

Grapefruit,  per  box 

:  0.65 

OeSl 

0,34 

Oranges,  per  boxt 

■J  • 

:  Oc.93 

1,50 

O.,,6o 

Hogs,  per  cv-'-bo,,. 

e  • 

:  24,30 

24,60 

21,80 

Beef, cattle,  per 

cvrt  18,20  . 

22,10 

21.40 

Yeal  calves 5,  per 

c^-t  21,10 

25,00 

24,90 

Lambs,  per  cvj-b,o. 

»  c  ! 

20.80 

22,10 

22^00 

Butterfat_,  per  lb,,. 

0o781 

0.678 

0.643 

Milk,  whole  sale  3 

:  4o94 

4c91 

4.90 

.Chickens,  live. 

per  lb ,ao«»**os 

e  • 

:  0,249 

0,299 

0,293 

Eggs ,  per  dozc  0  o  ^ 

a  • 

:  0.534 

0.547 

0  583 

Wool,  per  lb „ , , , . 

0  0 

:  0.419 

^  0,461 

. 0.455 

lompai'able  Price  :  cent  age  of  Parity 
I'Jov,  15        tor  Comparable  '  Price 
1948  :Oct<,  15  '    >Tov,  15 

:  1948  1948 


2,18  ' 

90 

94 

1  59 

86 

76 

0.986 

70 

77 

1,53 

71 

75 

29,30 

62 

.  63 

0,3063 

101 

100 

2,37 

95 

100 

0.119 

87 

89 

4.17 

136 

138 

1,83 

77 

79 

8,32 

95 

95 

2,37 

92 

99 

2.04...  . 

30 

17 

3.7:s^ 

43 

18 

18^00 

136 

121 

13^40  '  . 

164 

160 

16,70 

149 

149 

14^50 

■  151 

152 

0,69 

100 

93 

4,^  35 

116 

113 

0.282 

105  '  .' 

104 

0,632 

88 

..  92 

0<..452  - 

101 

101 
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AMONGOUESELVES 

EED's  Meet  in  Chicago  ^ 

From  our  chief ^  Ken  Gapen  in  Chicago,  ve  hear  that,  around  90  to  100  EFD's 
vere  on  hand  for  the  annual  NAKFD  meeting  in  Chicago,  last  veek  end.    Ken  reports 
the  following  panel  discussions: 

Agricultural  Service  of  the  Press  Associations       with  Charley  Ah-rens, 
Chicago  Division  head  of  UP;  Gerald  E&lly ,  and  Pete  Long,  Central  Division  heads, 
respectively,  of  INS  and  AP;  and  KFD  Phil  Alampi  of  WZ  as  chairman. 

RFD-Extension  Relations       with  Dutch  Elder  of  Iowa  State  and  Tom  Johjiston 
of  Purdue;  KFD's  John  McDonald  of  WSM  in  Nashville,  and  Bill  Zipf  of  WBNS  in 
Columhus,  respectively;  and  EFD  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA  in  Pittsburgh  as  chairman. 

How  PFD's  Can  Improve  Fam  Life       with  RFD's  John  McDonald,  Grant  Ritter 
•    of  WCLO  in  Jamesville,  WisCo;  Lester  Weathejrwax  of  KFBI  in  Wichita,  Kansas;  Andy 
Adam  of  Texas  -  A  &  M;  Don  Peach  of  KOA  in  Denver;  Luella  Engle  of  mCE  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio;  and  Bill  Shomette  of  WOAI  in  San  Antonio  as  chairman. 

EFD-Station  Manager  Relations       with  Sandy  Sanders  of  "WKY  in  Oklahoma  City, 
■  Okla,    Lowell  Watts  of  KLZ  in  Denver;  Frank  Cooley  of  '[■TEAS  in  Louisville,  Ky. ; 
Chris  Mack  of  WNAX  in  Yankton,- S.  D. ;  and  Jack  Creel  of  KFYO  in  Luhhock,  Texas; 
and  C.  W.  Jackson  of  KCMO  in  Kansas  City  as  chairman. 

RFD's  Look  at  Some  Basic  Issues  --  with  Wallace  Kadderly,  and  Dick  Kathe  of 
WGAR  in  Cleveland  as  co-chairmen. 

What  We  Farmers  Want  to  Hear  --  with  Stanley  Nicol  of  Iowa  Farm  Bureau; 
Charles  Shuman  of  Illinois  Agricultural  Association;  Howard  Doane  of  Doane  Agri- 
cultural Services;  Lloyd  Burlingham,  former  secretary  of  Agricultural  Editors' 
Association;  and  RFD  Boh  Miller  of  WRFD  in  Worthington,  Ohio,  as  chairman. 

The  Farm  Markot,  How  We  Judge  It,  What  We  Want  --  with  Jerry  Seaman  of  Git- 
tins  Advertising  Agency  discussing,  "Merchandising  Assistance";  R.K.  Weill  of  Ar- 
mand  S.  Weill  Co.,  "Reaching  the  Farm  Market  with  Radio";  Buell  Herman  of  Petrie 
&  Co.,  "The  Farm  Director  Can  Help  the  Sales  Department";  and  Nadine:  Miller  of 
the  Hooper  Survey  Agency,  "Hooper  Surveys." 

RFD  Television  in  Action  --with  lively  general  discussion. 

Safety  Awards  at  Chicago 

At  a  National  Safety  Council  luncheon  last  Sunday  in  Chicago,  awards  were  aur 
nounced  for  farm  shows  that  had  done  the  hest  Job  on  fam  safety „    They  were: 

Best  Year -Round  Joh; 

Network       Boh  White's  "American  Farmer,"  ABC, 

Regional  Net  --  Andy  Adam's  morning  show  over  Texas  Quality  Network, 
Most  Original  Program; 

Network  --  Don  Lerch's  "Country  Journal,"  CBS 

Regional  Network       Merrill  Knapp,  Rural  Radio  Network,  N.  Y.  State. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES     (CONT'D)  [_,,..■■■■■■■-' 

Safety  Avar-ds  at  Chicago  (Cont'd) 

Stations  winning  in  various  station  categories:    VJEO._,  Des- Moines^  Hart  Plam- 
"beck;  WIOU,  Kokomo,  Ind.,  Dix -Harper;  ^OE,  Hamilton,  Ohio,  Luella  Engle;  WGY, 
Schenectady,  Bill  Givens. 

Award  of  merit  went  to  Sam  Steiger  of  l-TEIO,  and  to  "WLS  for  Art  Page's  pro- 
gram. 

• Eadio-TV  CoYerage  at  Chicago 


All  reports  point  to  a  "big  year  for  radio  and  TV"  at  the  Livestock  E^cposition 
and  ^-H  Congress  in  Chicago^ 

"  Ralph  Fulghum  of  Federal  Extension  says  that  "by  Sunday  night,  l8  national 
radio  network  programs  and  8  TV  shows  had  "been  done,  or  were  scheduled,  on  4-E, 
Six  radio  stations  as  far  away  as  Denver  had  direct  lines  to  Chicago.    And  several 
hundred  recordings  were  made, 

WC  was  "busy  with  its  TV  cameras.    Ken  Gapen  reports  that  on  Tuesday,  HIBC-TV 
was  scheduled  to  put  on  its  first  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  on  TV. .featuring 
the  Livestock  Exposition  and  k-E  Club  Congress.    Everett  Mitchell  and  Paul  Visser 
of  NBC,  and  Ken  Gapen,  were  scheduled  to  take  part.    The  show  was  originated  "by 
WNBQ  and  fed  to  the  NBC-TV  Mid-West  net.    WKBQ  also  had  several  other  TV  features 
from  the  livestock  show  and  Congress. 

CBS  "Country  Journal"  Back  on  Air 

After  a  6-week  interlude  during  the  foothall  season,  CBS  Agricultural  Direc- 
tor Don  Lerch  and  his  side-kick  Virginia  Tatum  will  he  hack  on  the  air  tomorrow 
with  "Country  Journal"    They  will  originate  from  Cluh  Congress  and  the  Interna- 
tional in  Chi-eago.    As  usual,  the  show  is  on  2:30-3 ;00.  P.M. ,  EST. 

Rev  ^-H  and  Farm  Life  .Movie  '  '.. 

You'll  prohahly  want  to  "be*  on  the  look-out  for  the  new  film  short,  "County 
Fair". .produced  hy  RKO-Pathe ... .which  gives  a, good  picture  of  the  American  farm, 
and  of  4-H  cluh  work.    The  picture  (either"'- Just  released  or  to  he  released,  soon)  ' 
is  expected  to  he  shown  in  ahout  8,000  theaters  in  the  next  year' and  a  half  to  2 
years.    It  is  in  the  "This  is  America"  series  produced  in  cooperation  with  the  De- 
partment of  State  for  foreign  audiences. 


/ 
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Dana  D.  Reynolds  -  ■ 

Acting  Ass't  Director  of  Information. 


for  Radio: and  Video 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


From  the  PM  Confer  one  o 


RADIO  SERVICE 


December  10,  1948 


SecretarA,-^  B'rannan  discussed  with  350  dolo^ates  to  the  National  Fllk  Confer- 
ence in  St,  Louis  this  V'j'eek  the  need  to  re-examine  and  improve  price  support 
logisla-tion,   ,   .      ...  ,  ,  . 


The  Secretary  said  price  supports  imuct  give  protection  against  farm  price 
declines  out  of  line  vfith  the  general  price  structure, ,and  tha.t  supports  must 
not  m.ercly  chase  after  actual  market  prices,     "A  price  support  system  that -will 
help  maintain  adequate  reserves  of  basic  coimnodities  can  bo  v/orked  out",,,,, 
which,  in  turn,  v;-ill  help  "stabilize  livestock  prices  and  thereby  encourage 
farmers  to  plan  a  much  FiOre  stable  and  abiindant  production  of  livestock  prod- 
ucts,    Mr,  Brannan  also  stressed  the  need  to  strengthen  and  expand  conservation 
efforts.  ■  '  '  ■    '    ■ . 

Turning  to  the  need  to  "become  more  international^minded, "  Under  Secretary 
Lovcland  referred  to  the  International  Wheat  Agreem.'ent" 'as"  of f oring  a  needed 
type  of  "pri'ce  and  supply  protection"  and  said  '"it  is  hbpe'd  we  .may  ho.vo  another 
opportunity  to  form  such  an  agreement," 

PIIA.  Administrator  Trigg  cited  conservation  acconplis hinent s  under ^ACP  but 
said  the  really  big  tasks  lie  ahead,     lie  said  the  farmer  cbmiTiittee  system  is-  ■ 
proving  to  be  a  marvelous  training  corps  'for  leadership. 

The  conference  wound  up  Thursday, 


The  Agricultural  Situati on 

With  recent  declines  in  .prices  farmers  receive aoO'Or.i-parnied-by  - a  slight 
rise  in  industrial  prices,,,,        net  farm  income  is  likely  to  drop  below  M7,,,, 
the  first  drop  in  10  years, 

"■■As  to  wheat,  BAE  reports  in  the  "Wheat- Situation"   (Dec,  6)  a  considerable 
advance  in  pri-©es"  from  the  low  poiht  on  Aug,  2  v^hen  prices,  at  Kansa.s  City  were 
^o.bout  18/  belovr  loan,    VJhiic  no  substantial  changoe  in  prices  are  likely,,., at 
least  until  the   H9  crop  prospects  are  better  knovm, ., .prices  may  strengthen 
further  in  the  next  fev\r  months, State  produGtion  committees  estimate  that 
almost  80  million  acres  vfill,  b.e.  seeded  for  the   '49  crop, ,,  .which  approaches ^  the 
all-time  high  of  *37,  and  is  about  lOv-  above  the  recommended  national  goal. 


Feed  price  ratios  -vrill  be  very  favorable  to  livestock  production,  at  least 
through  the  first  half  of  '49, 
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Ifcvr  Horizons  for  Agriculture 


Follov.'lng  up  the  tack  in  the  corn  spcoch  "brief od  in  last  vroek^s  RFD  Letter, 
Chief  Salter  of  USDA*s  BPISAE  probes  nov;  ceilings  for  crop  yields  generally  be- 
fore the  American  Farm  Bureau  in  Atlantic  City,  Monday  (13th),     Salter  says  that 
scientists  knovr  they  have  only  penetrated  the  fringe  of  the  great  natural  phe- 
nom.enon  lcQov.?n  as  hybrid  vigor,     Aiid  he  cites  progress  on  hybrid  onions,  alfalfa, 
sugar  beets.     From  there  on,  he  explores  the  v/holo  gamut  of  other  ways  of  step- 
ping up  yields. 

In  the  last  half  of  his  speech,  he  discusses  vrays  to  speed  up  the  applica- 
tion of  research  on  farms.    And  he  suggests  that  unit  demonstration  farms  (v/i th- 
in driving  distance  of  every  farm  in  the  U, S.)  .-.TOuld  offer  every  farm  operator 
an  opportunity  to  see  nev/  practices  in  operation  on  a  farm  like  his  0¥.m  run  by 
"tl  farmer  like  himself,     "A  program  of  this  type  might  furnish  the  basis  for  a 
more  orderly  application  of  the  action  programs  in  agriculture,"    '  ■  , 

We  hope  to  have  copies  of  this  talk  in  time  for  an  enclosure  today.  If 
not,  you ^  11  get  it  next  v,'eek,  ' 

USDA  Official  Travel  —  •  • 

St,  Paul,  I^Iiiin',-  Dec,  14  --  Secretary  'Charlc  s  F,  Brannan,  Farmers*  Union  Grain 
Tenninal,  St,   Paul  Hotel, 

Atlantic  City,  N, J,        Dec,  15  —  Secretary  Brrnnan,  speaking  at  American  F^rm 
Bureau  Federation,  Eaddon  Hotel, 

Dec.  12-15  --'Dr.  H.  -I;!.  Salter,  Chief,  Bur,  of  Plant  Industry,  Soil  and 
Agr»l  Engineering;  I,  17,  Duggan,  Governor- .of  Farm  Credit  Admin,;  C,  R.  V/ickard, 
Administrator,  Sural  Electrification  Admin,     —  also  attending  American  Farm. 
Bureau  Federation,  Haddon  Hotel, 

He\T  York  City  --  Dec,  14     —  Dr,  F,  P.  Cullinan,  Ass»t  Chief,  "Bur,  of  Plant 
Industry,  Soils  and  Agr'l  Engineering,  sym.posiuin  dealing  mth  the  effect  of  in- 
secticides on  plants  and  animals.     Contact:     Taft  Hotel, 

Concord,  H,H,  —  Dec,  17  —  Under  Secretary  /Ibert  J,  Loveland,  for  Green  Pas- 
ture's Day,  speaking  at  noon  meeting.     Contact:     State  Pl'IA  Office, 

IffiriTORK  PROGPAKS  (TILS  GIVEN  IS  EASTEPJ'T  STAM)ARD  TIIS)  "  - 

Saturday,*  Dec,  18  -.. 

ABC,  American" Farmer,   (1)  USDA  Neirs,   (2)  "Nut  Crops  in  the  United  States"  Dr, 
Harloy  L,  Crrjio  and  Dona  Royholds, '  USDA^  from  Washington;  Lilo  1J«^  Wood, 
USDA  Field  Station,  and  Tony  Horse,  Station  KGO,  San  Francisco  —12:30  p,n, 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,- -USDA  News  -  1:00  p,m,  ■  t 

CBS,  Country  Journal,  Bill  B-.r^offen,  For  ct  Service," ''*]ia^s  Trees"  -  2:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  Dec,  25  '        •  •••  ' 

CANCELLED  —  all . 3  farm  network  shows ♦ 


USDA  Periodical  W.otes 


The  cost  of  povrer  to  rural  c'o:.isur.;.er s  is  on  the  uptrend  for  the  first  time 
in  ths  lii story  of  the  REA  program.     In  the  December- January  issue,   ''Rural  Elec- 
trification He;vs"  reports  that  at  least  one-third  of  all  REA- financed  co-ops  are 
paying  m.ore  "for  whole -ale  power  than  they  have  paid  in  the  past.     During  the 
coming  year,  this  proportion  will  oe  materially  increased.     Ifeny  of  these  co-ops 
will  have  to  raise  their  retail  rates.     An  article^  "Uptrend  in  Rates,"  discus- 
ses when  to  raise  rates,  hovr  much,  and  how  to  deal  fairly  v.dth  all  consuFiersc 
You  may  want  to  develop  a  little  feature  around  this  suoject. 

But  some  individual  electricity  users  may  oe  aole  to  cut  their  power  bills, 
ijiother  article^  "Vfny  Fi-gh  Bill  Com.plaints, "  cites  9  reasons  for  high  bills 
found  in  an  analysis  of  100  complai nt So     The  causes  range  all  the  vray  from  d-:- 
fective  equipment  and  inefficient  use  of  power  to  leaks  from  faulty  wiringc  A 
report  on  these  9  points  would  interest  many  electricity  users  ' —  mem.bers  of 
co-ops  or  othen-.lse , 

If  some  families  complain  about  inability  to  get  enough  power,  they'll  be 
interested  in  highlights  of  3  other  articles  in  the  same  issue  on  the  thene  of 
the  first  of  tlie  thrc-e^  "Using  Power  Off-Peak^. "     Charts  and  tim.e  tables  tell 
the  story  of  pesks  and  lo".vs»     One  article  points  out  t^iat  "uses  of  electricity 
vdiich  can  be  developed  m.ost  effectively  during  these  off-peak  hours  are  those 
farm  uses  v/hich  tend  to  increase  the  fanner's  incomiOe"    And  it  cites  examples 
on  different  t^-pes  of  farms, 

'.Tith  the  proposed  International  YJheat  Agreement  coming  up  for  another 
round  here  in  lYashington^   Jan,  25^  you'll  be  interested  in  the  story  of  develop- 
ments in  world  grain-tracing, .  J  0 that  mo.y  tond  to  freeze  the  UoS,  out  of  the 
world  grain  market  after  the  present  em^ergency  periods     It's  told  in  "World 
Grain  Trade  —  Bilateral  Agreemients"  in  the  December  issue  of  "Foreign  Agri- 
culture 

New  Publications  •  . 


"^o_tajto£s  £o£  Ijivo stock  Peed"  - —  pulls  together  results  of  research  on  potato 
feeding  by  State  colTsgos  ~nd  experiment  stations,   uCDA^  and  oth-jrso  Pointing 
out  that  fresh  potatoes  compare  miore  nearly  with  corn  ensilage  and  wet  beet 
pulp  than  v.d.th  grain,  it  says  that  uncocked  potatoes  v/ork  best  for  all  types  of 
livestock  except  swine.     To  prevent  digosti\-c  disturbances,  introduce  fresh 
potatoes  gradually  into  the  ration.     After  sur.imiarizing  feeding  results  i^dth  dif- 
ferent tvpcs  of  livestock,  and  vrays  to  hancle  the  potatoes,  the  bulletin  high-' 
lights  experiments  underway,  and  plar^ied,   on  sun  dr^.dng  potatoes.     (Misc^  Pub* 
l\io.  676)  ■ 

" Pr£S0_rving  £otto^n  Fabr_ic£  i_n  _Outd        Use"  —  indicates  the  best  type  of  cotton 
due k  f o  r  hay  c  ap  s ,  mr.  chine  c  ovo r ~and.~"ot"he  r  s po  ci  f i  c  '  u s e  s  ^     Al  s  o  gi  vc  s  formu- 
las for  weather-resistant  treatm.ents.     One  for  portable  covers  is:  Petroleum 
jelly,  8j  lbs,;  ycllovr  refined  bee  siTax^.  1^-  lbs»;  dry  earth  pigment  (ocher^  si- 
enna, or  um.ber),  5  lbs,;  mineral  spirits,  5  gal.     For  perm.anently-f ixed  covers 
YThoTQ  stiff  finish  is  not  objectionable :    boiled  linseed  oil,  1  gal,;  lampblack 
ground  in  linseed  oil,  2  lbs.;   Japan  drier,  1  pint,.    (CircLil'^r  yo.  790) 


^  4  - 


TV  Gov 3 rage  at  Chicago 

.  :     TV  missed  b;"'  about  6  weeks  a  goal  it  ha.d  been  shooting  at  for  the  past 
year;  namely,  to  have  the  East  Coast  and  Midwest  linlced  by  TV  in  time  for  the 
Thternational  Livestock  Exposition  and  4-E  Club  Congress^     But^  just  the  same^ 
TV  began  to  make  its  presence  felt  in  Chicago  this  time. 

These  are  the  TV  shows  that  have  come  to  our  attention: 

National  Fam  and  Home  Hour  —  HBG  fed  a  special  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
Television  Shovr  out  of  ChicagOoL     Follov/ing  pretty  much  the  usual  F&HH  opening^ 
Paul  Vissor  presented  4-n  members  with  pigs  and  sheePe . » o  .with  a  svidtch  to 
Everett  I.(atchcll  intervicvdng  a  Disney  movio  star  and  his  little  black  lamb,,,, 
and  a  20-minute  demonstration  of  mxat  cutting  and  cuts.     Turning  to  the  ring, 
•Dick  IToble  and  Chct  Randolph  explained  the  method  of  selecting  a  grand  cham- 
pion steer,  0 ,  .v/ith  a  resume  of  the  4-H  Congress  by  Kon  Gapen,»9,and  presenta- 
tion of  the  Oklc'homa  health  chamipion*     Noble  and  Randolph  came  in  for  another 
2  minutes  on  steer  judging, o^nd  RFD  Sam.  Schneider  of  EVOO  in  Tulsa  spent 
■  several  minutes ,  v/ith  a  farmer ^  on  his  pasture  contest.     The  show  wound  up  v/ith 
shots  of  the  grand  champion  steer  in  the  Junior  division  and  comments  from 
judge  Dr,  A.,D,  Weber  of  ESAC, 

Y.'GN;;  Chicago  —  The  30-mihute  "Little  Bordy"  marionette  show  featured  4-H  club 
members  trdcc.     On  Friday the  26th,  the  little  boy  marionette  "received" 
Harlan  Harper  (m.ember  of  Iowa  4-E  judging  team)  before  the  podium  that  he  gra- 
ces,    Harlan  observed  the  tradition  of  ooaring  gifts  to  "Bordy"  and  gave  him 
a  4-H  flage,„and  a  big  ear  of  Iowa  coi-n,     "Bordy,"  in  turn^  asked  Harlan  to 
read  the  birthdays  for  the  day.     Again  on  Tuesday^  the  28th5  a  4-n  girl  from 
Illinois  introdrced  to  "Bordy"  iJeanno  LaDuke  7/ho  was  in  the  Movie,  "Green 
Promise,"     "Eordy"  lntervio"v:ed  Jeanne, 

"iVGH,  Chicago  —  In  a  3C-minute  pick-up  from  a  dinner  at  the  Palmer  House,  Hal 
Totten  intervLowed  poultry  contest  v/inners, 

Y'jilBQ,  Chicago  —  In  addition  to  eriginating  and  carrying  National  Farm  and  Home 
Hour,  it  carried  a  show  So.turday  the  27th,  opening  7a.th  Guy  Noble,  Bill  Oglebay, 
and  Paul  Visser  in  front  of  a  big  4-H  sec:i.     Noble ..  explained  the  seal, , ,  oOglebay 
discussed  the  International  <,     The  shov:  shifted  to  the  arena, ,,  .then  back  to  the 
ring-side  studio  for  presentation  of  4-H  acliievemcnt  mrjnors.     One  feature  of 
the.  shov;  v:as  a  sheep-shearing  demonstration  by  cn  Illinois  4-H  club  boye,,,vd.th 
a  transition  to  4-H  girls  vrearing  garments  made  of  v;ool.     The  boy  sheared  one 
side  of  the  sheep  sloT.r-motion,  and  the-  other  side  at  a  fast  clip., 

■TV-Nc'.Tsreel  —  covering  citizenship  mnncrs,  dress  revue,  and  4-H  press  confer- 
encoc, 


THiat^s  Ahead  for  U,       Cotton  ■       "  ' 

Vetero/n  USDA  cotton  expert P.  K.  Norris  of  OFAR, .  o ,  pointed  out  in  a  re- 
cent talk  tho.t  U.S,  cotton  exports  last  year  wore  the  smallest  in  75  years,  o». 
and  that  nearly  all  cotton  m.oving  today  is  under  a  government  program..  After 
these  progroxis  v;ind  up,  Norris  sees  oxc  eedingli'"  strong  competition, from  in- 
creased foreign  production, and  increased  manufacturing  in  the  British  Empire, 
Latin  America,  etc.     This  is  a  simple,  to-the-point  piece  iTorth  your  reo.ding, 
Tfe^ll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  cooy. 


Rural  Rr.dio  Hcti'/ork  Expp.nds 

The  Rural  Radio  l^cirrrork  is  out  mth  a  rod-lcttcr  issue  of  its  "Bullotin" 
announcing  that  starting  ronday  of  this  "\,vcek  it  v.^ent  on  fulltinc  programming 

(15  hours  a  day  instead  of  9),     It  also  is  adding  2  ncv-  stations  next  veek*,,, 

at  Springfield,  Tass.,  and  liartfordj  Conn,  ITitli  trie  8  previously  in  operationj 
this  brings  the  net  to  10  stations, 

RRl'J  has  been  on  the  air  6  mcnths.     It  is  o^.'-ncd  and  operated  by  a  number 
of  farm  organizations. 

Hansen  EeDorts  from.  En^^land 


From  RED  Lai  Hansen  of  IVCW  in  Cm.aha , , ,  o and  his  party  of  26  Midv/ost  far- 
merscomes  an  enthusiastic  report  of  the  first  leg  of  their  European  tour  — 
their  visit  in  Englando  '  \ 


""'.'ore  vjclcomed  "^.-.dth  open  arm.s  and  treated  mth  the  grace  ivhich  only  the  English 
can  m.usterc"  '  '• 


Durin^:  the  visits  to  British  farm.s,  I.al  T:as  joined  by  J'ohn  Green^  super- 
visor of  agricultural  broadcasts  for  3BC«     'Mobile  urits  T;ere  placed  at  Hal's 
disposal,     BBC  "vent  all  out  to  aid  the  traveling  Americans" o « f'ii"nishing  com- 
mentators and  engineerso 

The  British  are  living  on  diets  "reasonably  adequate  but  plain  o.nd  extreme- 
ly uninteresting."     Rations  are  unifo^^m  and  non-discriminatory.     "Black  F:arkct- 
ing.is  negligible.    With  characteristic  patience,  there  has  been  a  minimujn  of 
criticim.  of  the  austerity  of  the  diet  and  living  conditions  imoosed  by  post-vrar 
conditions,"     J.-Ul  reports  a  belief  that  the  vrartimo  expansion  of  grain^  pota- 
toes, and  root  crops  has  been  "beyond  the  capacity  of  British  soils  to  maintain 
a ,  6 . pcrmancntlys "     The  farm,  subside?-  program  is  mainly  a  guaranteed  "floor" 
price  to  farmers  one  year  in  advance  for  crops,  ana  tiTo  years  for  livestock  and 
livestock  products. 

Both  the  British  ard  Am^ri can,  farmers  really  rxnt  to  tov.Ti  in  exchanging 
ideas  on  farm  operationss 

PcS,     In  air  m_ail  just  received  from  Mai  in  Svritzerland,  he  reports  the  broad- 
casting system.s  in  Holland,  Benmiark,  Switzerland,  and  elsc",There  afforded  the 
same  courtesies  on  mobile  equipm.ent,  recording,  and  short^vave  tre.n&ml ssion. 
The  party  is  due_  to  spend  the  13th  in  ■.""ashing ton, 

Australia's  Farm.  Radio 

Honorary'-  NARFD  m.ember  John  Douglass  sent  us  via  J. 3,  Crawford  a  supplem.ent 
to  the  story  he  xrroto  for  us  about  a  year  ago  on  his  daily  12:0C-to  1:15  Coun- 
try Hour  shoTT  over  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Gorxiision  netv;ork. 

This  is  John's  format,  r/ith  conments: 


In  spite  of  the  nostv:ar  "austeritv  of  Encla: 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CGITT'D) 


Australia's  Fam  Radio  (Cont'd) 


12 ;00    Opening  announccrocnt s  and  music 

12  ;03    IntGrviov,'-  on  rural  topic  —  a  S-minute  feature  patterned  after  UeS.  EFD 

intcrvievrs , » ,  ♦T:hich  has  proved  "vory  popular, 
12  ;06  i.Iusic 

12:09    Highlight  ru.ral  ne'^'^s  items  from  various  States, 

12:15  Interstate  market  reports .,, .'vhich  show  movement,  and  prices,  of  farm 
product  s , 

12:13  State  mjirket  report  s, ,  ,vdth  a  break-dovm  of  network  for  these  ro^^orts 
over  individual  stations.  Listeners  are  often  told  v/hy  their  produce 
failed  to  bring  ■  m-aximum  prices, 

12:30    Nevrs  --  back  to  full  netv.-ork, 

12:44    ITeather  —  vrith  brief  sur.a!ip.ry  of  State  reports  of  weather  as  e,ffects 

markets  in  Interstate  market  reports. 
12:49    Agricultural  talks ,,,  ,mth  both  specialists  and  men  with  practical  ex- 
perience.    On  alternate  Thursdays,  this  feature  includes  intervi ev;s  vd-th 
farmers  from  various  parts  of  the  '.vorld  telling  about  farming  and  rural 
life  in  their  oy.tl  countries.     It  also  includes  m.any  domestic  remotes, 

1:00    Serial  —  The  Lcwsons,,,,a  dramatization  of  a  typical  Australian  farm 
famdly, , ,  ,v:ith  advisory  agricultural  information  worked  in, 

1:12     Closing  announcom.ent 

1:15  Close 

Special  Features 

John  reports  an  intriguing  nighttime  feature        Radio  Rodeo        with  a  set- 
ting of  men  around  the  campfire,  di reus  sing  everything  from  the  dingo  menace, 
a.nd  cattle  treks,  to  v.^.tor  conservation  plans.     Suitable  music  is  included, 

.Special  attention  is  paid  to  the  Junior  Rrmers  movement, ,,  ,wdth  p.  nation- 
vrldo  leadership  competition. 

One  feature  session  broadcast  is  Roadside  Mailbox, ,, .vrith  expert  advice  in 
reply  to  farmers'  queries. 

In  the  developmental  stage  is  an  International  Market  Report.  •••  shov.dng 
overseas  values  and  the  inter-action  of  overseas  events  on  Australian  farmers* 
produce, 

John  thinks  that  the  international  features  in  his  shovr  are  doing  m.uch  to 
build  up  international  goodrdll. 


Enclosure s  : 


Television  script  "Let's  Talk  Turkey" 
BAE  Agr»l  Outlook  Digest 
2  Talks  by  Cr,  R,  M.  Salter 


Cordially, 

» 

Kenneth  M«  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


7*  "P"^  ^^tecii^ 


From  the:  ^  -^'^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

'^8  Crop  Production 


RADIO  SERVICE 


DecemlDer  17;,  19^8 


BAE's  Crop  Reporting  Board  contributes  to  the  good  cheer  of  the  Yuletide 
with  a  report  this  afternoon  of  the  '48  total  crop  production  exceeding  that  of 
any  other  year. 

In  its  annual  suinmary^  the  Bureau  says  the  total  volume  of  all  crops  is  137^ 
of  the  ■'23r32  "base.  ,,.11  points  ahove  the  prerious  high  of  126^  in  '46,,,, with 
yields  l^lfj  of  the  '23-32  Tsase.  \ 

Corn  leads  the  procession  of  re  cord -"breaking  crops ,..  .with  3;>651  million 
bushels  of  excellent  quality.    This  is  400  million  "bushels  above  the  previous 
record  of  ^46,    Yields  averaged  42,7  bushels  an  acre.,.. or  6  bushels  above  any 
previous  record. 


Cattle  and  Laiab  Feeding  Prospects 

BP3  reports  (Pec,  l4)  continued  prospects  of  greatly  reduced  lamb  feeding 
•this  winter.    With  nearly  every  State  shewing  fewer  lambs  on  feed  this  year  than 
last feeding  may  be  the  smallest  in  20  years. 

On  the  other  hiand^  BAE's  "report  as  of  Dec.  1  for  cattle  points  to  more  cat- 
tle fed  this  year  than  last.    The  average  November  price  of  feeder  steers  at  k 
markets  was  nearly  $3»50  a  hundred  higher  than  for  the  same  month  last  year.... 
or  the  highest  NovemlDer  price  on  record.       •  •   •  . 


'48  Truck  Crop  Production 

The  '49  production  of  11  truck  crops  for  commercial  processing  (not  counting 
dehydration)  totaled  2$  less  than  '47...«but  13^  above  the  10-year-  average.': 
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Combined  tonnage  of  25  truck  crops  for  fresh  market  was  exceeded  only  in  '4; 
and  '46,  But  ^weet-corn  was  the  only  crop  setting  a  new  record  high 'production. 
Eleven  crops  w^re  larger  this  year  than  last,  and  also  above  average^ .. .three  were 
above  last  year  but  below  average ... .and  one  was  above  last  year  but  only  equal  to 
the  average.  -  ■ 

A  Merry  Christmas  to -You 


Just  a  word  to  extend  a  very  Merry  Christmas  to  you  from  all  of  us  in  radio 
and  television  here  in  the  Department.  And  our  deep  appreciation  for  the  greet- 
ings from  various  ones  of  you. 


-  ■•2  - 


Brannan;    Farm  Program  Needs 

At  the  American  Farm  Bureau  meeting  in  Atlantic  City  on  Wednesday,  Secretary 
Brannan  outlined  "frankly  what  I  am  thinking  as  a  "basis  for  action"  concerning 
farm  programs. 

Taking  as  his  first  guidepost  maintaining  "parity  at  all  times,"  the  Secre- 
tary said  he  didn't  concede  that  the  national  economy  "should  or  will  lie  restrict- 
ed,"   But,  if  there  is  any  downward  adjustment,  "we  are  not  going  to  start  this 
time  with  the  farmer,"    And,  commenting  on  the  importance  of  price  supports,  he 
added  that  "it's  mighty  hard  to  have  a  general  depression  if  agriculture  is  in 
good  sh^ape  financially," 

Mr.  Brannan  stressed  the  need  to  keep  the  pattern  of  production  adapted  to 
market  requirem^ents  and  soil  conservation,  and  then  asked; 

--/^  "Is  the  price  support  legislation  tied  closely  enough  to  the  pro-- 
duction  adjustment  mechanism  and  conseirvation  programs?" 

"Are  support  levels  sufficiently  conditioned  upon  efforts  hy  farmers 
to  make  shifts  in  production?" 

"Do  the  conditional  levels  make  too  much  distinction  "between  "basic 
and  nonhasic  commodities?" 

"When  and  to  what  extent  should  supports  he  mandatory?    "^■/hen  and  to 
what  extent  discretionary?" 

The  Secretary  then  said,  "as  we  improve  our  price  support  program,"  attention 
should  "be  given  to  "authority  of  CCC  to  maintain  adequate  storage  facilities.,,. 
Many  farm.ers  now  helieve  we  can  safely  go  higher  than  we  anticipated  a  few  years 
ago"  with  carry-overs  of  various  products. 

Secretary  Brannan  followed  with  a  ro'ond-up  of  other  needs  of  agriculture  in- 
cluding:   programs  to  improve  diets  .of  low-income  families ,,>. international  agree- 
ments for  wheat  and  other  commodities, ,reoiprocal  trade  agreements ... ,more  effi- 
cient distri"bution. , . ,a  strengthened  and  expanded  soil  conservation  program.,,, 
legislation  to  provide  long-term  credit  for  forest  production  and  restoration,  and 
minimum  standards  for  cutting  timber, ,. ,extensi on  of  electricity  to  remaining  30^ 
of  farms  without  electricity .extending  Federal  lending  activities  and  otherwise 
helping  farmers  get  adequate  telephone  service,  etc. 

See  enclosure. 

Farm  Wages  Rise  in  '^8 

BAE's  "Farm  Lahor"  report  (Dec,  1^)  says  that  wage  rates  for  farm  hired  hands 
in  '^8  continued  to  increase.    All  types  of  rates  were  a"bout       higher  each  quart- 
er than  for  the  corresponding  quarter  the  previous  year.    Rural  living  -costs  ad- 
vanced ahout  the  same  rate.    Farm  wage  rates  averaged  3"^  times  as  high  as  in  '40, 
Cotton  picking  rates  rose  more  than  farm  wage  rates  generally  in  some  areas  due  to 
competition  for  la"bor  to  pick  the  large  cotton  crop. 
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U.  S.  Farm /'Know -Ho-w"  Aloroad.   

Unofficial  roving  farm  ambassador  John  Strohm"^told  USDA  information  people 
here  this  week  that  U.  S,  farm- "know-how"  ahroad  is  highly  effective  in  helping 
to  still  the  rumhling  of  hungry  stomachs. ., .and  stem  the  tide  of  Communism. 

In  a  talk  (with  color  slides)  on  his  recent  scouting  of  countries  where 
Russia  has  taken  over,  or  is  trying  to,  John  went  into  particular  detail  on  how 
U.  S.  county  agricultural  agents  are  helping  "bring  modern  farming  to  the  half- 
starved  people  of  Saudi -Ara"bia.    This  desert  country       strategic  as  a  ma^jor 
source  of  oil,  and  as  an  airlines  crossroads       -can  produce  Ik  to  l6  crops  of  al- 
falfa a  year.    Among  other  things ,  alfalfa  means  more  milk  from  the  all-purpose 
tractor  of  the  desert       the  camel.    But  U,  S.  mechanical  tractors  are  also  iDeing 
introduced/  which  do  the.  work  of  100  people.    With  wheat  at  $6  a  "bushel  and  water- 
melons $3  apiece,  a  tractor  soon  pays  for  itself.  .  ■ 

Strohxa  also  referred  to  "benefits  of  the  work  of  FAG,  U.S.  agricultural  mis- 
sions, and  .U.S.  technicians  employed  "by  foreign  Government&  infringing  scientific 
faming 'to  other -co^antries. ^including  Italy  where  hyl^rid  c6rr[  "TD"oosts  yields  l^C^ 

■  Note  review  of  FAO's  activities  along  this  line. in  enclosed  FAO  Bulletin, 
.  "■^Associate  Editor  of  Country  Gentleman  who  also  made  special  "broadcasts  from 
i         overseas  for  CBS  Country  Journal,  >. 
PMA  Notes  ■  "^v^ 

Eggs  will  "be  on  the  Plentiful  Foods  list  in  January.  ..  ,as  a  first  step  to  in- 
crease egg  use  during -the  flush  period ... .and  mayhe  a  forerunner  of  more  determin- 
ed action  later  on,    Eeasons  for  the  action  are;  a)  greater  price  drop  than  ex- 
pected, with  a  "break  the  first  2  weeks  of  Decemher  of  8-9^^  a  dozen  in  Chicago  and 
New  York;    "b)  an  earlier  than  usual  seasonal  production  uptrend;     c)  reports  from 
PMA  committees  that  prices  are  "below  90fo  of  parity'.    ¥ith.  flocks'  laying  an  all- 
time  record  niuiiber  of  egg-s  per  hen  in  November  .(9'}^  more  than  previous  November), 
prospects  of  as  many  eggs  produced  in  January  as  a  year  earlier,  despite  smaller 
laying  flocks.'    To  pave  way  for  further  action,  the  Consumer  Eelations  Subcommittee 
of  the  USDA  Poultry  Committee  Is  meeting  here  December  20, 

Hearings  before  ICC  on  the  proposed  interim  8^o  over -all  freight  rate  increase 
wound  up  Friday,  Dec,  10,    Next  on  the  agenda  will  be  the  proposed  13^0  increase  to 
be.  considered  in '"4  territorial  hearings,  with  final  ■•hearing  in  Washington^  D,C.  ~' 
USDA  has  opposed  the  recent'  request  from  New  England  motor  carriers  for  increased 
rates, 

PMA's  Fats  and  Oils  Branch  regards  the  soybean  situation  as  basically  sound. 
An  OFAR  report  this  week  indicated  a  new  record  in  world  soybean  production  --  of 
575  million  bushels 0    But  it  indicates  production  in  the  Orient  .is  pretty  well 
bottled  up. . .  .and.  a  good  European  demand  ,f  02;  .U.  S.  ..soybeans, 

The>  Marketing  Ee search  Branch  has  finished  the  first  phase  of -a  study  of  self- 
service  selling  of  pre-packaged  tei^rbile  products  in'a  Houston  chain  store cover- 
ing, a  year's  operation,    A  report  is  in  progress.-   The  study  is  financed  with  EMA 
funds..       ■■  .   ■    ■  . . 

Apple  Production  Down 

BAE's  report  on  the  ^kQ  apple  crop, ,, ^released  this  afternoon. ,,, indicates  a 
crop  of  90,288,000  bushels ....  or  20fo  below  the  '4?  crop.,.. and  22fa  below  average. 
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Germans  Learning  U.  S,  Extension  Methods 

In  spite  of  their  much-heralded  efficiency,  the  Germans  apparently  are  con- 
siderahly  "behind  the  United  States  in  their  system  of  getting  agri cultui-al  and 
homemaking  information  out  to  their  rural  people, 

Kenneth  Ingwalson, . , . just  "back  on  furlough  as  chief  of  the  Food  and  Forestry 
Branch,.  Office  of  Military  Government  for  Bavaria, says  German;y-  is  vhere  ve  veie 
ahout  kO  years  ago  in  linking  extension  with  research.  The  Germans  have  an  agri- 
cultural advisor^'-  service .,.  .with  leaders  who  teach  agriculture  at  winter  school, 
and  do  county  agent  work  dur^ing  th§  growing  season.  But  they  do  not  extend  cur- 
rent research  as  our  own  agents  do;  rather,  they're  passing  on  things  tYiej  learn- 
ed in  college  I5  or  20  years  ago,  ■ 


The  Germans  are  beginning  to  take  to  U.  S.  Extension  methods,  however. 


Projects  in  Eeview 


You  received  several  progress  reports  this  week  on  projects  "being  carried  on 
with  funds  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act. 

Administrator  E.  A.  Meyer  reviewed  at  the  Farm  Bureau  meeting  in  Atlantic 
Crfcy  results  so  far  on  a  variety  of  projects,    Ee  made  another  talk  on  dairy  re- 
^^^^arch  under  the  act, 

A  press  release  covers  poultry  studies  under  RI4A. 

Eeport  on  Cotton  Insect  Control 

A  wide  variety  of  materials. ,and  eauipment , , . .f or  control  of  cotton  in- 
^sects  passed  in  review  at  a  recent  conference  cn  cotton  insect  control  at  Baton 
"Eouge.     Included  are  such  new  angles  as  the  possi"ble  virtue  of  chemical  def@lia- 
tion.    We'll  he  glad  to 'send  you  a  copy  of  the  report. 


Experiment  Stations  Report 

TJSDA's  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  is  out  with  its  annual  report ....  re - 
viewing  the  more  important  research  res'olts  from  the  various  State  experiment 
stations.    We'll  he  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


Dallas  Burch  to  Retire 

A  USDA  Information  man. ... whom  you  'know'  for  his  periodic  reports  on  the 
Mexican  Foot -and -Mouth  program,  and  output  on  many  other  important  livestock  pro- 
jects over  the  years..,, is  retiring  Dec.  3I  after  ahout  30  years  with  the  Depart- 
ment,- •  -He  is  Dallas  Burch,  editor  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,    Dallas  also 
had  a  wide  variety  of  other  experience,  including  as  editor  of  Butter,  Cheese  & 
Egg  Journal  in  Milwaukee;  State  dairy  commissioner  of  Kansas;  on  the  staff  of  Iferm 
and  Fireside;  and  with  the  U.  S,  Food  Administration  in  World  War  I. 

Among  other  things,  Dallas  originated  the  Research  Achievement  Sheets  which 
you  receive  from  time  to  time,  •  •  •  • 


-  5  - 


'^9  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project 

With  enthusiastic  response  from  the  *48  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Pro- 
ject-, Federal  Extension  is  announcing  a  simiiar  project  for  '^9.    The  hope  is  to 
send  50  k-B.  cluh  memhers  ahroad  next  year,...vith  invitations  extended  to  an  equal 
numher  to  visit  the  U.  S.  Selection  of  the  '^9  delegates  is  to  "be  made  early  in 
Fehruary,  if  possible, 

E:<tension  Director  VJilson  reports  that  in  the  first  6  veeks  after. the  I5  '^8 
Exchange  memhers  returned  from  E^jjrope,  they  spoke  at  more  than  2,000  meetings..., 
to  audiences  totaling  over  3^,000  people ...  .and  did  50  -radio  "broadcasts, 

■Each  State  or  organization  that  vants  to  send  a  delegate  overseas, .and  re- 
ceive a  foreign  delegate  in  return. ..  .must  agree  to  underwrite  the  cost  to  a  mini- 
mum of  $500  and  a  maximum  of  $1,000,    An  effort  vill  he  made  to-  raise  a  substan- 
tial part  of  the  "budget  nationally,  '   '  - 

^TV/ORK  PR0GEA2>g  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASl^BN  STANDARD  TIME)  -  "  .  , 

Saturday,  Dec.  2^  . 

CAUGELLED  --  all  3  farm  network  shovs. 

Saturday  J  Jan.  1  '       -  . 

ABC,:  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBG,  National  Farm  and.  Home  Hour,  USDA. News  --  1:00  p."m," 

CBS,  Country  Journal       GATTCELIiED ■ '  "  ' *  '        ^     - :  _  ' 

A  M  O.N  G  :  .  0  U  R-  a-  E  L  V"  E  S  "'  ■ 

Report  on  Farm  and  Home  Telecast  ■  •  . 

Last  week,  "we  highlighted  for  you  the  first  NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
'T?  show  --  telecast  during  the  International  Livestock  Exposition  and  4--H  Club"  -v 
Coiigress  in  Chicago  over  VNBO^  in  Chicago,  and-'WTMJ-TV  in  Milwaukee. 

NBC  Agricultural  Director  "Bill"  Drips  and  Assistant  Paul  Visser  pass  along 
a  report  on  mail  requests  for  bulletins  on  meat  carving  and  meat  recipes.  They 
received  a  total  of  275  pieces  of  mail,  including  284  requests,  during  the  week 
following  the  telecast.    These  included  IO8  from  Chicago;  other,  Illinois,  5O;  Mil- 
waukee, 58; 'other,  Wisconsin,  kO;  Indiana,  I8;  Michigan,  1. 

Of  the  248  who.. wrote  for  bulletins,  k-1  (or  51^)  made  complimentary  remarks 
about  the  show.         •  . 

KSAC  Ponders  TV 

Kansas  State  recently,  brought  together  c:ll  its  radio  intorcsts  to  give  "seri- 
ous considcr-.tion  to  the  televising  of  c.dult  oducation  progrG2nc/';   So  reports 
Lislo  Longsdorf ,  Extension  Editor,  and  Program  Director  of  ESAC. 
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AMONG      OUESELYES  (CONT'D) 
Alampi  at  White  House  Turkey  Presentation 


New  NARFD  Secretary -Treasurer  Phil  Alampi  of  WZ  in  New  York  was  in  town  this 
week  with  representatives  of  the  National  Tui'key  Federation  and  the  National  Poijd- 
try  and  Egg  Board. .presenting  turkeys  to  President  Truman  and  Vice-President 
Barkley.    The  President  received  a  40-pound  Bronze,  and  an  apartment -si zed  Belts- 
ville  White  turkey.     On  TV  newsreel,  the  Beltsville  White  was  talking  t'orkey,,.. 
with  Phil,  pres^jmahly,  serving  as  interpreter  for  the  President, 


"Eadio  Program  Notes 

NBC  is  scheduled  to  do  an  hour -long  documentary,  "Mother  Earth,"  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  19th,  2:30-3:30  p.m.    The  show  is  to  deal,  with  depletion  of  the  world's 
natural  resources,  and  the  need  for  conservation  now  and  in  the  coming  years,  if 
citizens  of  the  future  are  to  have  the  necessities  of  life  which  we  use  so  prodi- 
gally now."    Eddie  Alberts,  movie  comedian  and  recent  serious  star  in  radio,  is  in 
the  leading  role  for  the  dramatized  part  of  the  "broadcast, 

Mai  Hansen  of  WOW,  and  his  party  of  Mid -We stem  farmers who  have  been  touring 
Europe,  are  slated  to  report  on  their  trip  over  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
tomorrow. 

y  : 

Puerto  Hi can  Editor  Drops  By 

Extension  Editor  Jose  A.  Gonzalez -Saldana  of  Puerto  Pico.,.oVhom  scane  of  you 
met  at  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. ..  .dropped  by  USDA  this  week  to  talk  with  folks 
here  about  his  "shop's"  radio  and  other  information  activities  as  they  relate  to 
agricultural  projects  in  Latin  American  countries  in  which  the  United  States  is 
cooperating,    Som.e  of  you  also  saw  Nieves  Diaz  and  Miguel  Lopez  of  Jose's  staff  at 
the  RED  meeting  here  last  spring,  and  at  Coli;mbus.    You  may  recall  the  discussion 
of  the  extent  to  which  Puerto  Pico's  radio  broadcasts,  bulletins,  and  other  mate- 
rial are  getting  into  the  Caribbean  islands,  and  Central  and  South  America. 

X-o1iisiana  Extension  Begins  TV 

^'  . 

Louisiana  Extension  goes  on  TV  in  January  with  a  15-minute  weekly  spot  on 
"1-/DSU,  New  Orleans.    Extension  Editor  Marjorie  Arbour  reports  to  Les  Schlup  of 
Federal  Extension  that  "we  are  busy  now  planning  programs  for  this  innovation." 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass 't  Director  of  Infoftnation 
for  Radio  and  Video^; 

)sures: 


by  Secretary  of  Agriciolture ,  Charles  F.  Brannan 
,  Release  -  USDA  and  AEC 
\ulletin,  Nov.  19^8 


mil 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Look-Ahead  on  Foot -and -Mouth 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Decemher  2.k ,  19^8 


o 


While  it  wasn't  Intended  as  such,  the  enclosed  foot-and-mouth  repor-^  offers 
a  kind  of  New  Year's  look-ahead  on  an  important  phase  of  the  control  work"^  Mex- 
ico --  vaccination.  . 


You'll  note  (p.  h  of  enclosure)  that  plans  call  for  vaccinating  1_,5C0_,000 
head  of  livestock  a  month.    The  total  numher  to  he  vaccinated  in  the  infected 
zone  includes:     cattle  -  6,031,208;  small  animals  (sheep,  goats,  and  swine), 
8,7^)1^324.  ..  .Eevaccination 'will  follow  every  6  months  hy  "brigades  starting.^f rom 
the  quarantine  line.    Eesults  are  expected  to  he  evident  in  l8  months.  '•^■..^^ 


For  a  little  piece  that  you  might  adapt  on  how  foot -and -mouth  affects  live- 
stock (specifically,  dairy  animals),  see  p.  6  of  the  enclosure. 

Farm  Eeal  Estate  Situati on 

Various  BAE  rep'orts  on  the  real  estate  situation  have  reflected  some  indica- 
tion of  a  leveling  off  of  real  estate  prices.    But  the  latest  report  (Dec.  23) 
shows  a  continued  upward  trend. 

The  U.  S.  index  of  farm  real  estate  climhed  2fo  to  a  new  high  of  I77.  ,  .  . 
(1912-14  equals  100) ...  .during  the  k  months  ended  Nov,  1      This  is  8fo  higher  than 
a  year  ago. 

But  not  as  many  sales  took  place  this  past  summer  and  early  fall  as  in  the 
same  period  in  '47.     (See  enclosure . ) 

Winter  Wheat  Forecast  Up  , 

The  winter  wheat  crop  as  forecast  this  week  (Dec.  20)  was  no  sijirprise  to  any- 
one here       hut  with  normal  plantings  of  spring  wheat  would  mean  a  '49  crop  well 
^ahove  the  goal.    Total  wheat  (winter  and  spring)  goal  for  '49  is  71,500,000.  While 
no  specific  goal  was  set  for  winter  wheat  as  such,  an  allowance  of  say,  19,000,000 
acres  spring  wheat  would  leave  52, 000, OOP  as  the  "goal"  for  winter.  Actually,  thiB 
week's  BAE  report  indicates  61,370,000  winter  wheat  seeded  as  of  Dec.  l,....or 
ahout  9  million  acres  more  than  required  to  help  meet  the  over-all  '49  goal. 


In  hushels,  the  Dec.  1  forecast  was  for  965  million. ...  or  3f;  helow  '48.... 
lOfo  helow  '47...  hut  4ofo  ahove  the  10-year  average. 


Meat  Outlook  ImprovQs 


This  week's  BAE  Pig  Crop  Report ... .and  recent  feeder  cattle  re  v.ort s. ...  indi- 
cate the  prospect  of  more  meat  in  '^9  than  originally  expected. 

When  the  '48  fall  pig  goal  was  announced  last  spring,  some  livestock  men 
feared  a  sizeahle  drop  in  the  hog  crop.    Even  the  June  report  indicated  no  in- 
crease.   But  this  week's  report  (Dec,  21)  indicates  a  fall  pig  crop  of  ahout 
3^  million. or  6'^  larger  than  last  year  resulting  from  5^  more  sows  farrowing 
and  an  all-time  record  numher  of  pigs  saved  per  litter.    Even  with  the   '48  spring 
crop  3fo  smaller  than  last  year^  the  total  for  '48  is  expected  to  he  ifo  larger  than 
'47. 

/-•Looking  still  farther  ahead_,  the  economists  expect  a  14'^:  increase  in  the 
nu!|iber  of  sows  farrowing  in  the  spring  of  '49  over  '43,    With  an  average  numher 
of  ^spring  pigs  saved  per  litter  (as  against- this  fall's  all-time  record),  the 
sprimg  pig  crop  would  he  10^  larger  than  last  spring  '  But,  with  tie  percentage 
sav^  climbing  generally-  upward,  most  stockmen  look  for  continued  ahove -average 
^ftMber  of  pigs  per  litter-.     So  the   '49  spring  pig  crop  actually  may  he  10  to  I'^^o 
larger  than  a  year  earlier.  ,  ■  . 

As  for  cattle,  the  increased  nurabers  going  into  feed  lots  suggest  that  heef 
supplies  won't  he  as  small  next  spring  and  summer  as  predicted,  and  the  higher 
gra.d'es  are  expected  to  exceed  last  year's  supplies.  • 

Translating  those  livestock  prospects  into  meat,  the  economists  say  meat  sup- 
plies may  total  less  than  last  year  during  the  next  3  months      Then,  there  likely 
will  he  an  upturn  with  the  movement  of  '48  fall  pigs  to  market  from  about  April 
on. .  .  .and  again  when  the   '49  spring  pigs,  start  to  mai'ket  in  September.    And  the 
outlook  is  f  or  more  m.eat  in  August  and  September  than  in  the  same  m.onths  in  '48. 

Even  with  the  increase  in  population,  the-  outlook  .now.  is  for  the  same  amount 
of  meat  per  person  in  '49  as  in  '48  (about  l46  pounds ).., .with  a  hope  of  I50 
pounds  in  '50. 

Background  on  Peanut  Quotas 

You  have  had  2  releases  on  peanuts  lately.     One  gave  the  Secretary's  pro- 
clamation of  a  national  marketing  q_uota  and  acreage  allotment.     The  other  gave  the 
division  of  the  national  acreage  allotm.ent  into  State  'allotments. 

Inasmuch  as  what's  happening  with  peanuts  indicates  what  may  happen  with 
other  crops.... if,  and  when,  surpluses  develop, ., .those  of  you  outside  peanut 
territory  also  may  be  interested  in  the  enclosed  statement  on  peanuts.     The  law 
provides  that  when  the  prospective  supply  of  the  basic;  commodities  --  wheat,  cot- 
ton, corn,  rice,  tobacco,  or  peanuts.       exceeds  .the  demand- by  stated  percentages 
--  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  required  to  proclaim  a  national  marketing  quota 
and  acreage  allotm-ents .     Producers,  of  course,  vote  on  the  marketing  quotas.... 
with  at  least  a  two-thirds  favorable ■  vote  required  to  put  the  allotments  and  quotas 
into  effect. 
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AMONGOUESELVES 
WOW  Party  Drops  By 

Last  Saturday^  I  had  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  thought -provoking  days  in  a 
long  time^  visiting  "with  BED  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  and  part  of  his  party  of  Mid-Westeni 
farmers  -who  had  just  "blovn  in  from  their  30-day  tour  of  Europe. 

I  was  with  the  group  from  8:15  a.m.  until  early  afternoon.    Breakfast  with 
Senators  Butler  and  Wherry  and  other  memhers  of  Congress  from  Nehraska.  After 
that^  we  visited  with  Secretary  Brannan. . , . then  Christian  Eavndal^  Director  General 
of  the  Foreign  Service  of  State.... and  went  to  the  studio  with  Mai,  Farmer  Ealph 
Raikes,  and  Bill  Wiseman  of  WOW  for  the  report  to  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
audience . 

In  their  visit  in  9  countries,  the  party  spent  some  time  in  farm  homes/,  and 
talked  with  many  agricultural  leaders.    Talking  with  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  audi- 
ence, Mai  and  Ealph  commented  on  the  large  amount  of  lahor  on  European  farns^.... 
the  difficulties  in  mechanization  because  of  the  way  fams  are  chopped  up.  iM^ter 
aroimd  a  thousand  years  of  cropping,  European  soils  are  very  worn.    As  a  result,  ,^ 
a  lot  of  fertilizer  is  required  ~-  with  ahout  $1  spent  for  fertilizer  to  every 
$4  the  farmer  receives  for  his  crops,  \ 

One  of  the  points  that  most  impressed  the  party  was  the  great  store  European  /, 
farmers  put  hy  natural  fertilizer  from  their  livestock.     In  fact,  one  British  farm- 
er said,  he  didn't  make  any  money  off  of  his  cattle,  "but  he  kept  them  for  the  nc>.ta- 
ral  fertilizer.    Danish  farmers  liave  records  that  "barnyard  fertilizer  spread  and 
plowed  under  the  same  day  has  twice  the  value  in  nitrogen  that  it  has  if  allowed 
to  lie  in  the  fields  for  10  days. 

The  party  is  full  of  stories  of  the  war  damage,  and  post-war  problems,  in 
countries  they  visited,  f 

k 

KMA's  6 -Year  Plan 

EFD  Merrill  Langfitt  of  KMA  in  Shenandoah,  la.,  has  set  up  a  6 -year  farm  pro- 
gram. ..  .with  primary  attention  in  each  of  the  6  years  to  one  of  several  subjects: 
pest  and  disease  control,  land  use,  livestock  improvement,  mechanized  farming, 
farmstead  and  farm-life  improvement,  and  human  and  animal  nutrition.    The  plan  has 
been  in  operation  on  a  test  basis  in '48,  centering  on  pest  and  disease  control. 
Merrill  is  asking  Extension  editors  of  6  States,  and  USDA  people,  for  advice  and 
help. 

TV"  Show  on  Poinsettias 

Another  of  our  USDA  men  will  make  his  debut  on  TV,  as  Dr.  S.L.  Emsweller  of 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  goes  on  the  Euth  Crane  show,   "The  Modern  Woman, "  here 
on  WMAL -TV. .. .Tuesday,  Dec.  28.    He'll  talk  with  Miss  Crane  about  care  of  poin- 
settia  plants  after  Christmas, 


I 


AMONG      OUESELVES  (CCKT'D) 


RFD's  Cooperate  at  Atlantic  City 

Several  EF'D's  were-  over  at  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Convention  in  Atlantic 
City  last-  week  --  including,  John  McDonald  of  WSM,  Frank:  Cooley  of  V/HAS,  Hal  Tot 
ten  of  VJGK,  Don  Lerch  of  CBS,  Will  PeigellDeck  of  VJNJS,  Stacy  Cole:  of  \mkE ,  and  c 
informant,  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ.    John,  Phil,  and  Frank  teamed  up  to  get  recorded 
intervie-ws  with  Secretary  Brannan  and  Harold  Stassen.     In  this-  teamwork,  the  hoy 
worked  together,  -and  shared  equipment,  without  regard  to  network  affiliation. 

Eecuest  from  Women's  TV  Director 

Our  first  request  from  TV  for  USDA's  Food  and  Home  Kctes  (the  letter  for 
wpmien  in  radio  and  press)  comes  from  Doris  Meyers,  who  has  just  started  a  women' 
pro^-'am  on 'V/BAL-TV  in  Baltimore, 

Wadted!    Microfilm  Variety  Pumpkin 

As  a  cue  to  the  diversity.'-  of  the  several  thousand  requests  for  information 
that  come  to  USDA  each  day,  a  Texan  requests  seed  of  the  variety  of  pumpkin  that 
produced  microfilm  on  a  neighboring  Maryland  farm. 


Enclosures ; 

SAI  .Report  on  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease 
BAE  Eep't  -  Farm  Real  Estate  Situation 
BAE  Statistical  S.jmmary  -  73 
.CBS  TV-Script  "Thanksgiving  Miracle" 
19^9  Peanut  Program  -  PMA,  Dec.  19^8 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  C-apen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Eadio  And  Video 


1 


1  s  ^  - 


From  the:  '  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


-Look-Ahead  on  Foot -and -Mouth 


RADIO  SERVICE 


Decemher  2h ,  19^8 


While  it  wasn't  intended  as  such,  the  enclosed  foot-and-mouth  repor^  offers 
a  kind  of  New  Year's  look-ahead  on  an  important  phase  of  the  control  work \in  Mex- 


ico       vaccination.  ^ 

You'll  note  (p.  \  of  enclosure)  that  plans  call  for  vaccinating  1^5^0^000 
head  of  livestock  a  month.    The  total  num'ber  to  he  vaccinated  in  the  infected 
zone  includes:     cattle  -  6,031,208;  small  animals  (sheep,  goats,  and  swir^), 
8,751,i324.  .  .  .Pvcvaccination  will  follow  every  6  months  \)j  "brigades  starting  from  / 
the  quarantine  line.    Eesults  are  expected  to  he  evident  in  l8  months,  v 

For  a  little  piece  that  you  might  adapt  on  hew  f cot -and -mouth  affects  live- 
stock (specifically,  dairy  anim.als),  see  p.  6  of  the  enclosure. 

Farm  Real  Estate  Sit ua t i on 

Various  3AS  reports  on  the  real  estate  situation  have  reflected  some  indica- 
tion of  a  leveling  off  of  real  estate  prices.    But  the  latest  report  (Dec.  23) 
shows  a  continued  upward  trend. 

The  U,  S.  index  of  farm  real  estate  climhed  2fo  to  a  new  "high  of'  I77.  .. 

(1912-14  equals  100)  during  the  k  months  ended  Nov,  1      This  is  8fo  higher  than 

a  year  ago.  *  '  . 

But  not  as  many  sales  took  place  this  past  sujnmer  and  early  fall  as  in  the 
samie  period  in  'if7.     (See  enclosure .  ). 

Winter  Wheat  Forecast  Up        -  -  -  -  - '  •  ■ 

The  winter  wheat  crop  as  forecast  this  week  (Dec.  20)  was  no  surprise  to  any 
one  here  --  hut  with  normal  plantings  of  spring  wheat  would  m^ean  a  '^9  crop  well 
ahove  the  goal.  Total  wheat  (winter  and.  spring)  goal  for  '^9  is  71, 500,000.  Wlile 
no  specific  goal  was  set  for  winter  wheat  as  such,  an  allowance  of  say,  19,000,000 
acres  spring  wheat  would  leave  52,000,000  as  the  "goal"  for  winter.  Actually,  this 
week's  BAE  report  indicates  61,370,000  winter  wheat  seeded  as  of  Dec.  1,.... or 
ahout  9  m.illion  acres  more  than  required  to  help  meet  the  over-all  '49  goal. 


In  hushels,  the'Dec.  1  forecast  was  for  965  million.  ...  or  3f;  helow  '48, 
10^^  helow  '47...  hut  40fo  ahove  the  10 -year  average. 


Meat  Outlook  jDnproves 


This  week's  BAE  Pig  Crop  Eeport .  ,  .  .and  recent  feeder  cattle  re;:  orts.  ...  indi- 
cate the  prospect  of  more  meat  in  '^9  than  originally  expected. 

"When  the  '48  fall  pig  goal  was  announced  last  springy  some  livestock  men 
feared  a  sizeahle  drop  in  the  hog  crop.    Even  the  June  report  indicated  no  in- 
crease.   But  this  week's  report  (Dec.  21)  indicates  a  fall  pig  crop  of  about 
34  million, ...  or  6^  larger  than  last  year  resulting  from  5^  more  sows  farrowing 
and  an  all-time  record  num"ber  of  pigs  saved  per  litter.    Even  with  the   'kQ  spring 
crop  3/^  smaller  than  last  year^  the  total  for  '48  is  eicpected  to  he  I'fo  larger  than 
'47. 

/■  Looking  still  farther  ahead^  the  economists  expect  a  Ik):  increase  in  the 
number  of  sows  farrowing  in  the  spring  of  '49  over  '48,    With  an  average  number  ^ 
of  -spring  pigs  saved  per  litter  (as  against  this  fall's  all-time  record),  the 
spri|ng  pig  crop  would  he  10^  larger  than  last  spring      But,  with  the  percentage 
savedL>climh)ing  generally  upward,  most  stockmen  look  for  continued  above -average 
number  of  pigs  per  litter.     So  the   '49  spring  pig  crop  actually  may  be  10  to  15fi 
''larger  than  a  joslt  earlier. 

As  for  cattle,  the  increased  numbers  going  into  feed  lots  suggest  that  beef 
supplies  won't  be  as  small  next  spring  and  summer  as  predicted,  and  the  higher 
■grades  are  expected  to  exceed  last  year's  supplies. 

Translating  those  livestock  prospects  into  meat,  the  economists  say  meat  sup- 
plies may  total  less  than  last  year  duririg  the  next  3  months      Then,  there  likely 
will  be  an  upturn  with  the  movement  of  '48  fall  pigs  to  market  from  about  April 
on. . . .and  again  when  the   '49  spring  pigs  start  to  market  in  September.    And  the 
outlook  is  f'or  more  meat  in  August  and  September  than  in  the  same  months  in  '48, 

Even  with  the  increase  in  population,  the  outlook  now  is  for  the  same  amount 
of  meat  per  person  in  '49  as  in  '48  (about  l46  pounds ).., .with  a  hope  of  I5C 
poujids  in  '50. 

Background  on  Peanut  Quotas 

You  have  had  2  releases  on  peanuts  lately.     One  gave  the  Secretary's  pro- 
clamation of  a  national  marketing  quota  and  acreage  allotment.     The  other  gave  the 
division  of  the  national  acreage  allotment  into  State  allotments. 

Inasmuch  as  what's  happening  with  peanuts  indicates  what  may  happen  with 
other  crops..,. if,  and  when,  surpluses  develop. ., .those  of  you  outside  peanut 
territory  also  may  be  interested  in  the  enclosed  statement  on  peanuts.     The  law 
provides  that  when  the  prospective  supply  of  the  basic  commodities  --  wheat,  cot- 
ton, corn,  rice,  tobacco,  or  peanuts  --  exceeds  the  demand  by  stated  percentages 
--  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  is  required  to  proclaim  a  national  marketing  quota 
and  acreage  allotm-ents .    Producers,  of  course,  vote  on  the  marketing  quotas.... 
with  at  least  a  two-thirds  favorable  vote  required 'to  put  the  allotments  and  quotas 
into  effect. 
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AMONG  OUESELVES 
WOW  Party  Drops  By 

Last  Sat^ordaj^  I  had  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  thought -provoking  days  in  a 
long  time,  visiting  vith  EPD  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  and  part  of  his  party  of  Mid-Westem 
farmers  who  had  just  "blown  in  from  their  tour  of  Europe. 

I  was  with  the  group  from  8:15  a.m.  until  early  afternoon.    Brealcfast  with 
Senators  Butler  and  Wlierry  and  other  members  of  Congress  from  Nebraska.  After 
that,  we  visited  with  Secretary  Brannan. . , . then  Christian  Ravndal,  Director  General 
of  the  Foreign  Service  of  State..,, and  went  to  the  studio  with  Mai,  Farmer  Ealph 
Eaikes,  and  Bill  Wiseman  of  WOW  for  the  report  to  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
audience. 

"^-^  In  their  visit  in  9  countries,  the  party  spent  some  time  in  farm  homes',  and 

^    talked  with  many  agricultural  leaders.    Talking  witl  the  Farm  and  Home  Hou^r  audi- 
ence, Mai  and  Ealph  commented  on  the  large  amount  of  lahor  on  European  farks.... 
the  difficulties  in  mechanization  "because  of  the  way  farms  are  chopped  up.  Af^^r 
around  a  thousand  years  of  cropping,  European  soils  are  very  worn.    As  a  result,  / 
a  lot  of  fertilizer  is  required  --  with  ahout  $1  spent  for  fertilizer  to  every  'A 
$4  the  farmer  receives  for  his  crops,  1 

One  of  the  points  that  most  impressed  the  party  was  the  great  store  Eti.rppean 
farmers  put  hy  natural  fertilizer  from  their  livestock.     In  fact,  one  British^  farm- 
er said,  he  didn't  make  any  money  off  of  his  cattle,  "but  he  kept  them  for  the  natu- 
ral fertilizer.    Danish  farmers  have  records  that  "barnyard  fertilizer  spread  and  , 
plowed  under  the ' same  day  has-  twice  the  value  in  nitrogen  that  it  has  if  allowed 
to  lie  in  the  fields  for  10  days. 

The  party  is  full  of  stories  of  the  war  damage,  and  post-war  pro"blems,  in 
countries  they  visited. 

KMA's  6 -Year  Plan 

EFD  Merrill  Langfitt  of  KMA  in  Shenandoah,  la.,  has  set  up  a  6-year  farm  pro- 
gram. ..  .with  primary  attention  in  each  of  the  6  years  to  one  of  several  su"bjects: 
pest  and  disease  control,  land  use,  livestock  improvement,  mechanized  farming, 
farmstead  and  farm-life  improvement,  and  human  and  animal  nutrition.    The  plan  has 
"been  in  operation  on  a  test  hasis  in '48,  centering  on  pest  and  disease  control. 
Merrill  is  asking  Extension  editors  of  6  States,  and  USDA  people,  for  advice  and 
help. 

TV  Show  on  Poinsettias 

Another  of  our  USDA  m.en  will  make  his  dehut  on  TV",  as  Dr.  S.L.  Emsweller  of 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  goes  on  the  Euth  Crane  show,   "The  Modern  WoFian,  "  here 

on  WMAL-TV  Tuesday,  Dec.  28.    He'll  talk  with  Miss  Crane  a"bout  care  of  poin- 

settia  plants  after  Christmas, 


I 


AMONG      OURSELVES  (CCI^tT'D) 

RFD's  Cooperate  at  Atlarxtic  City 

Several  RFD's  were -over  at  the  American  Fami  Bureau  Convention  in  Atlantic 
City  last  veek        including,  John  McDonald  of  WSM,  Frank  Cooley  of  WAS,  Hal  Tot- 
ten  of  WGK,  Don  Lerch  of 'CES,  Will  Peigel"beck  of  \mjR,  Stacy  Cole  of  WKIE,  and  our 
informant,  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ.     John,  Phil,  and  Franlc  teamed  up  to  get  recorded 
interviews  vith  Secretary  Brannan  and  Harold  Stassen.     In  this  teamwork,  the  hoys 
worked  together,  and  shared  equipment,  without  regard  to  network  affiliation. 

Bequest  from  Women's  TV"  Director 

Our  first  request  from  TV  for  USDA's  Food  and  Home  Notes  (the  letter  for 
vomen  in  radio  and  press)  comes  from  Doris  Meyers,  who  has  Just  started  a  women' 
program  on  WBAL-TV  in  Baltimore, 

Wanted  I    Microfilm  Variety  Pumpkin 

As  a  cue  to  the  diversity  of  the  several  thousand  requests  for  inf crmation 
that  come  to  USDA  each  day,  a  Texan  requests  seed  of  tve  variety  of  pumpkin  that 
produced  microfilm  on  a  neighhoring  Maryland  farm. 


i'nclosures : 


3AI  Eeport  on  Foot -and -Mouth  Disease 
BAE  Rep't  -  Farm  Eeal  Estate  Situation 
BAE  Statistical  Summary  -  73 
CBS  TV-Script  "Thanksgiving  Miracle" 
19^^- 9- Peanut  Program  -  PMA,  Dec.  19^8- 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  C-apen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  And  Video 
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From  the 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  Dc-ceml^er  31,  19^8 

President's  Economic  Council  EeiDort    .    .  - 


RADIO  SERVICE 


In  its  third  annual  report,  the  President's  Council  of  Economic  Advisers 
discusses  policies  and  points  of  Yiow  on  various  governmental  programs,  Con- 
cerning agriculture  it  says:  ' 


"The  farm  price  support  policy  of  the  Government  has  "been  under  continuous 
attack  during  discussion  of  the  ant i -inflation  program  of  the  President.     It  has 
"been  argued  that  the  farm  policy  is  responsible  for  much  of  the  inflationary  pres- 
sure and  is  an  ohstacle  to  the  reduction' of  food  prices.     The  Council  has  V^)-  _ 
proved  the  general  policy  of  supporting  farm  prices,  so  that  the  agricultural  ' 
segment  of  the  ecomomy  might  not  again  collapse  as  it  did  in  1920  and  undermine 
the  financial,  commercial,  and  industrial  segments.     The  fact  that  this  support- 
machinery  has  not  yet  jbeen  perfected  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  abandoning 
it.    But  even  if  the  Council  did  not  approve  that  policy,  ve  would  not  he  real- 
istic if  our  recommendations  vere  "based  upon  tl-e  assumption  that  it  would  be 
abandoned.    A  long  legislative  history  has  attested  the'  strength  of  the  popular 
affirmation  of  the  farm  price  policy," 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copj^  of  the  full  support. 

Farm  Prices  Drop  to  Ifew  '48  Low 

Average  prices  to  farmers  have  continued  to  drop. .. .largely  due  to  declines 

for  eggs,  meat  animals,  cotton,  and  cottonseed-  which  more  than  offset  price 

increases  for  oranges,  rice,  turkeys,  and  truck  crops. 

By  mid -December,  prices  to  farmers  averaged  the  lowest  since  Feb.  '^7. 

•At  268^/0  of  the  Aug,   '09- July         base,  the  mxid-December  average  of  prices 
farmers  received  is  13^^  below  the  all-time  high  in  Jan,  '48. 

Meanwhile,  the  parity  index  (prices  farmers  pay,  including  interest  and 
taxes)  did  not  change  from  Nov.  1^  to  Dec.  I5.     It  remained  at  247^b  of  the  '10-14 
average ....  and  only  1.6^o  below  the  high  of  25I  in  Jan.  '48. 

A  Happy  New  Year  to  You 

All  of  us  in  the  Department  of  Agricu2t^are,  From  Secretary  Brannan  on  down, 
extend  our  congratulations  to  you  for  an  outstanding  Job  in  '48  in  keeping  farm 
people  abreast,of. information  of  concern  to  them.    With  a  record  number  of  EFD's, 
and  new  TV"  stations  cropping  up,  it  looks  like  another  big  year  ahead.  Our  Best 
Wishes  for  Success  in  the  New  Year. 


PMA  Notes 


State  rGpresentctives  of  the  FRA.  Poultry  Advisor;.^  Goimnittee  will  meet  here 
2  days  starting  Monday  to  discuss  poultry  and  egg  programs^  including  price  sup- 
port for  '49.»-.JG-n.  10-13;,  Stato  P14A.  representatives  from  cotton  states  will  Idq 
here  to  draw  up  recommendations  for  adjustm^ents  in  the  Agricultural  Adjustment 
Act  of  '38  as  to  cotton  acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas. 

Decemher  maj   show  substantial  increases  in  grain  loans  and_  purchase  agree- 
ments inasmuch  as  mid-Docenhor  prices  to  farmers  were  not  far  from  loan  levels^ 
with  some  "belovr  supports,    "v'/heat  was  only  a  few  cents  ahove  loan.  ..  ."barley  a  lit- 
tle "^elow.  .  .  .and  corn  and  grain  sorgh-iim  substantially  "below,    Dec,  3I  is  the  last 
date Vf or  loans  and  purchase  agreements  on         crop  wheat,  oats,  ^yo,  barley.... 
Feb.  'SB  last  date  for  grain  s orghums . . , . and  June  30  f'^^'  corn.  # 

Sdrther  hearings  in  the '^Hardwood  Case"  are  scheduled  to  begin  Jan.  5  ^"t  At- 
lanta/, Ga,     They  are  part  of  investigation  by  ICC  to  determine  commodities  exempt 
fyom  motor  carrier  regulations. 

Purchase  of  '48  potatoes  through  Dec.  28  totaled  ^9;, 953,358  cwt. 

The  task  comimittee  of  the  Consumer  Eelations  Subcomjnittee  of  "QSDA  s  Poultry 
Committee  recommended  hero  this  week:  l)  All-out  drive  to  simulate  greater  use  of 
eggs  Mar.  3-12;     2)  continuation  of  broilers  on  "plentiful  foods"  list,  and  con-' 
tinued  publicity,  but,  no  intensified  program  unless  a  serious  situation  develops 
in  broiler  areas;  and  3)  consumer  drive  on  Grade  B  eggs  early  in  July.     The  full 
subcommiittee  will  meet  soon  to  consider  those  recoLmiendations . 

USDA  Official  Travel  -  ' 

Memphis,  Tenn.   --  Jan,  3-5  --  0.  Y,  "V/ells,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Agr.  Economics;  and 
Ivy  Duggan,  Governor  of  Farm  Credit  Administration. .botl  attending  the  annual 
iTieeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives ....  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day- at  Peabody  Hotel.     Contact  Mr.  "Wells  at  Cayosa  Hotel  and  Mr.  Duggan  at  the 
Peabody  Hotel. 

Blacksburg,  Va.   --  Jan.  3-h  --  Dr.  F.  P.  Cullinan,  Ass't  Chief  of  Bur.  of  Plant 

Industry'",  Soils  and  Agri.  Engin.  for  the  Horticultural  Crops  and  Forest  Diseases 
Division,  at  "Fruit  Growers'  Conference"  at  the  Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute. 

'48  ACP  Accomxplislinents 

For  the  first  time,  information  on  estim.ated  participation  and  practices 
under  the  ACP  program  is  available  at  year's  end," 

Enclosed  is  a  release  reporting  national  figures  on  acccmplishm.onts .  Your 
State  and  county  PMA  people  will  be  glad  to  work  with  you  on  a  round-up  of  local 
accomplisiiments , 

Foreign  "Visitors  in  U.  'S. 

A  report  from  our  OFAR  gives  particulars  on  about  80  foreign  agricultural 
visitors  in  the  U.  S.  for  periods  of  a  month  to  3  years  for  training  and  observa- 
tion.   Your  State  Extension  Editor  can  give  you  leads  on  the  whereabouts  of  visit- 
ors in  your  locality. 


USDA  Periodical  Notes 

The  .January  "Extension  Service  Eev_iev"  hig-hlights  stepped -up  lines  of  Exten- 
sion activity  in  '^9.      These-  include  marketing;  especially  on  the  consumption 
side ... .discussion  programs  on  international  prolDlems ....  rural  health  education 
....housing  and  landscaping,  now  that  there  is  an  easing  in  supplies  of  huilding 
materials ....  and  individual  farm  and  home  planning. 

Kansas '   "Good  Will"  program. . . .in  the  form  of  State-Wide  UNESCO  activity.  ».is 
told,  in  another  article.    Each  of  l,6l9  home  demonstration  units  devotes  at  least 
1  monthly  meeting  to  the  study  of  UiESCO.    And  homemaker  and  ^-E  camps  carried  ou 
the  UNESCO  idea  --  with  campers  divided  into  various  countries  to  study  the . cul- . 
ture^  geography,  economics^  and  government  of  the  country  assigned  to  them. 

Special  camp  themes  receive  another  twist  in  "Conservation  Acres  --  a  Model 
Farm,"    At  Minns eota's  ^-E  conservation  camp  at  Itasca  State  Park  in  September. 
k-E  "boys  and  girls  got  good,  first-hand  working  knowledge  of  soil-saving  pra.ctice. 
"by  helping  "build  a  model  conservation  farm,  complete  with  wood  lot,  waterway^^^^  ^ 
strip  crops,  contours,  and  crop  rotations. 

As  dams  spring  up  along  the  Misso^jiri,  "North  Dakota  Gears  in.  WitK^Missouri 
Yalley  Development  Program"  --as  told  hy  Extension  Editor  Tom  Gilderslefe^e  With 
10^  of  North  Dakota's  cropland  --  more  than  a  iaillion  acres  --  facing  irrigation, 
a  5-point  educational  program  is  under  way  to  prepare  Northern  Plains  farmers'  for 
irrigation  farming. 

Among  the  Science  Flashes  are  items,  on. hyhrid  chickens  that  lay  more  eggs. .. 
the  rutin  story.... and  a  new  automiatic  device  that  clears  planes  of  insects. 

•)f  -jf  -K-  ^  -if 

Of  all  the  heavy  equipment  used  for  contract  work  in  1,86^  soil  conservation, 
districts,  about  o^'jh  is  owned  and  operated  by  contractors.     The  January  issue  of 
"Soil  Conservation"  says . "Contractors  Aid  Conservation"  because  it  appears  that 
"manj'-  construction  problems  that  confront  district  governing  bodies"  so  far  as 
equii^ment  is  concerned  "will  be  partially  solved  at  least  by  the  cooperation  of 
private  contractors."  " 

For  short  human  interest  and  information  items ,  see  the  last  few  pages  of  th^ 

magazine  with  conservation  stories  grouped  according  to  various  regions  of  the 
c  ountry , 

-K-   -K-   -Jf  * 

"Marketing  Activities "  for  December  tells  about  the  nearly  20-million  tons  c 
food  ex[jorted  during  the  ^k'J~k-8  year. ,.  .which  would  fill  a  string  of  boxcars  reac 
ing  from  Coast  to  Coast,  and  part  \Ta.j  back  again. 

V/orries  and  problems  of  milk  administrators  in  determing  milk  prices .... in- 
cluding  the  reasons  milk  prices  aren't  changed  with  the  day-to-day  fluctuations  i: 
milk  product  prices. .are  revealed  in  another  article. 

During  this  period  of  high  prices  many  farms  and  merchandisers  liandling  thai 
commodities  are  paying  too  little  attention  to  the  warehousing  of  their  producers 
"storage  Under  License"  cites  the  advantages  to  the  farmer  of  having  his  products 
stored  in  federally  licensed  warehouses. 


-  k  - 


New  Pu"bli  cat  ions 

"Eeport  of  the  Cliief  of  the  Soil  Conservation__Service^  19^8"        highlights  land 
use  adjustments  on  21^  million  acres  of  farm  and  range  land  in  soil  conservation 
districts ... .and  sees  the  goal  of  a  permanent  agriculture  in  sight  if  we  speed  up 
our  conservation  efforts, 

"Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  'Dairy  ^^^^^^7^  "  indicates  that  a  high 
level  of  production  may  "be  reached  in  less  time  hy  a  cross -"breeding  program  than 
"by  straight  "breeding. .and  reviews  results  of  other  "bujreau  work  for  the  year. 

"Usin^'' Safely"  --  lists  the  crops  that  2,k-D  will  kill^  injure,  and  not  af- 
fecti',  ..and  the  weeds  that  it  does  and  does  not  control.  Also,  gives  full  parti- 
cular^, on  its  use. 

"Markejn.ng  Margins  and  Costs  for  Poultry  and  Eggs_^       says  that  in  '39,  6^.k^  of 
consuj/iers  dollars  went  to  f armer,  . .  . and  3^.^^  "to  pay  for  marketing  services. 
(T^'ch.  Bui    No.  969.) 


['Mch.  B- 
/"Foreign 


^' /^"Foreign  Agri£ulture  Trade"  --  "by  commodity  and  country  for  fiscal  years ^  '46-^+7 
'    and  'ITY-i+H."  Entirely  statistical. 


"Care^  Opportunities  for  Graduatejireter_inari_ans  in  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry" 
^--y^incides  with  the  "big  dem.and  for  veterinarians  stimulated  hy  the  foot-and- 
mouth  program  in  Mexico.     (Misc.  Pu"b,  No.  67I.) 

NETWORK  PEOGEAI^E  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTEEN  STANDAi^D  TIME) 

Saturday,  Jan  8 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  USDA  News       12:30  p.m. 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (l)  USDA  News,   (2)  Under  Secretary 
Al"bert  J.  Loveland,   "Agricult^ore  in  '^9."  -  -  1:00  p.m. 

CBS,  Country  Journal,   (l)  American  Association  of  Farmer  Cooperatives, 
and  (2)  L.  Carl  Fry  of  PMA-CCC  discussing  Tennessee  agriculture  -- 
both  features  from  Memphis.   --  2:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  Jan. 

ABC,  American  Farmer,  USDA  News        12:30  p.m. 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  -  -  1:00  p.m. 

CBS,  Country  Journal,   (l)  Ernest  G.  Moore,  Information  Coordinatoirfor  '  ' 
USDA's  Agricultural  Eesearch  Administration  on,  "Accomplishments 
in  Science",  and  (2)  Eichard  Eoberts  of  PMA  on  "Meat  Forecast 
for  '49."  --  2:30  p.m. 


{ 
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AMONGOURSELVES 
On  the  TV  Front 

Nevsveek  for  Dec.  27  carries  an  end-of -year  round-up  of  radio  and. TV"  trends^ 
with  a  good  picture  of  status  of-  -TV .  receiving  set.  production,  advertising  de- 
velopments, etc»...-.CBS  reports  it  is  cl-osing  '48  vith  2k  TV  stations,  and  plans 
to  have  a  Transcontinental  TV  Network  to  serve  more  than  80  "cities  within  the 
next  3  years  . .  ,KFI)  Layne  Beatj  of  ^-fflAP  in  Fort  Worth  says  "We  are  getting  ready 
for  our  "big  stock  show  here  Jan.  28  -  Fe"b.  6  and  will  "be  televising  considera'bly 
from  it."...^Dick  Cech,  Eadib  Extension  Editor  at  Ohio- State . University  (see 
RFD-Persorials)  says  he  and  Miriam  Foltz  have  conferred  with  EFD's  in  Ohi>G^  who  are 
doing  TV  or  are  preparing  for  it,  and  with  nevr  Extension  Director  C  .M.  Ferguson.. 
Ee  looks  for  a  very  special  effort  to  "bo  made  after  Jan.  1  to  do  something  a"bout 
Extension- commercial  TV  station  cooperation. ... .This  week,  in  taking  stock  of  our 
TV.  activities  in  relation  to  State  Extension,  we  found  that  26  or  27  States  al- 
ready have  T\^  stations  in  operation,  or  are  gettirig  reception  from,  neighlj^ing 
States. 

EFD  Personals-  and  Otheirwise 

From  Agricultural  Editor  J.  E.  Mc-Clintock  at  Ohio  State  comes  word, .that 
Maurice  E.  White ,  from,  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  is  new  Sadie  Farm' Dire.ctor 
for  University  Station  WOSU  .  . . .Wlite  replaces  Dick  Cech  who  tells  us  he  gb^  tp-- 
work  as  EF'D  for  V^.C  in  Cincinnati  Jan.  3,... And  3o"b  Weill  of  the  Armand  S.  Weill 
Co.,  Inc.  in  Buffalo  (I70  Franklin  St.)  says  they  may  have  an  opening  soon  for  a 
youp-g  fellow  with  a  farm  magazine  or  radio  "background  interested  in  writing  agri- 
cultural copy. 

SCS  Experience  with  TV 

SCS  visual  man  A.  W.  Jarrett  of  Alhuouerque  says  his  shop  cooperated  with 
KOB-TV  in  testing  USDA  films  for  TV.    Al  -writes  that,   "Contrary  to  all  I  have 
read.... a  m.otion  picture  print  which  is  made  f or.  pro jectioa  is  ideal  for  tele- 
casting-.   Light  prints  such  as  recommended  are  o'bviously  washed  out 

"We  also  are  doing  considera"ble  experimenting  for  the  use  of  2X2  "black  and 
white  slides,.    These  do  not  work  out  at  all  "badly  with  a  musical  "backgro^ond  and 
running  narratiion.     I  know  that  this  sort  of  thing  is  not  nearly  s  op  "hist  icated 
enough  for  the  "big-time  station,  "but  this  sort  of  fare  is  welcome  in  the  smaller 
to^ms.     I  anticipate  a  great  deal  of  fun  in  working  up  farm  type  SCS  programs 
with  short  lengths  of  movies  surmounted  with  slides  and  either  tape  recorded  or 
live  narrations. 

"The  station  can  use  negative,  as  well  as  possitive  in  their  film  camera 
so  I  cotjild  shoot  some  l6mm  stuff,  develop  it  in  my  o^m  la-ooratory,  and  have  it 
on  the  screen  in  short  order.     This  would  work  in  well  with  field  toujrs,  re- 
"buildir^  a  farm,  etc., 

"Mr.  Baldwin  manager  of  KDYL-TV  in  Salt  Lake  City .."believes  that  the 

projection  type  print  comes  out  "better  on  their  station  than  the  somewhat  thin- 
ner print. "  . 
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AMONG      2111§liill§  (CONT'D) 
Flannel  graphs  for  TV" 

The  flannelgraph  is  coning  into 'the  picture  as  a  simple,  practical  way  to 

tell  a  story  visually  on  TV,    'You  have  a  large  piece  of  flannel  as  "background. 

Then,  flannel -hacked  cut-outs  to  place  on  the  background  as -you  tell  your  story, 

The  secret  of  the  flannelgraph,  of  course,  is  that  flannel  sticks  to  flannel,  hu 

the  cut-outs  can  readily  he  lifted  up  and  Placed  elsewhere.     ■  ■ 

■  .  '     -  • 

In  the  January  "Extension  Service  Eeview,"  Dorthy  Arvidson  of  Indiana  gives 
some  of  the  AEC's  ahout  f lannelgraphs ,    She  "bought  ^- yards  of  hlue  cotton  outing 
■    flannel,  2  yards  of  white  flannel,  2  jars  of  ruhher  cement,  and  6  large  sheets  o 
heavy  construction  paper.'    She  put  a  few  pencil  guide  lines  on  the  flannel  hack- 
groui^  to  help  her  in  placing  -the  cut-outs  as  she  talked, 

^  ~  Miss  Arvidson  recommends  high-quality  flannel.    Also,  a  flat, 

,flrm  background,  such  as  wallboard  or  blackboard,  behind  the  flannel  background. 
/  She  says,   "With  flannelgraph,  you  can  get  action,  color,  suspense  and  comedy.  An 
/    you  can't  use  notes  to  detract  from  your  presentation-," 

Discussion  Shows  '  • 

r--.  A  couple  of  discussion  shows  on  important  farm  topics  came  to  our  attentior 

this  week.    During  the  ^rcgram,  "Memorandum  to  Congress,"  KFD  Tom  Page  of  l^fKBC  : 
?/     New  York  presented  the  viewpoints  of  4  Long  Island  potato  farmers  on  'farm  price 
'      supports  and  acreage  limitations, 

Nate  Koenig,  Executive  Assistant  to  Secretary  Brannan,  came  by  with  a  re- 
cording of  a  show,   ""l^That  is  the  "Qnited  States  Doing  to  Improve  Agricultural -Pro- 
duction iaEuroto?  "Participating  with  Nate  were  Dr.  Milton  J.  Hoffman,  dairy  fair 
er  and  theological  ]_.rofessor  who 'has  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  and  Lindle;. 
G.  Cook,  associate  director  of  New  Jersey  -Extension,    Extension  economist  Dr. 
Frank  V.  Beck  was  moderator.    The  feature  was  one  of  a  series  originating  from. 
Eutgers  University  Commons,  and  was  carried  by  6  New  Jersey  stations.     It  was  a 
listenable  show,  suggestive  of  interesting  possibilities  in  this  type  of  prograr. 

WJE  Covers  Farm  Bureau  Meeting  ^  ' 

Supplementing  last  week's  report  on  EFD  activities  at  the  Farm  B^oreau  meet- 
ing at  Atlantic  City  comes  word  from  Will  Peigelbeck  of  WNJR  in  Newark  of  intc 
views  with  m_ajor  speakers,  as  well  as  local  and  state  leaders.  Dubbings  were  mac 
and  sent  gratis  via  air  mail  to  Hal  Totten,  Frank  Cooley,  several  New  England  st 
tions,  and  others.  In  addition,  WNJR  carried  3  direct  pick-ups  froFi  the  meeting, 
including  Secretary  Brannan 's  talk. 


Enclosure : 

USDA  ACP  P.ep't  -  Press  Release 


Cordially, 

Dana  D.  Reynolds 

Acting  Ass't  Director  of  Jnformati©n 
for  Radio  and  Video 


